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John Jenkins is used to being the go-to guy.

That was the case throughout his high school

and college careers, so his rookie season in

the National Basketball Association (NBA)

proved to be a trying year for the Station

Camp High product.

This week, he was in town hosting the

inaugural John Jenkins Basketball Camp in

the same gym where he played home games

while scorching the state season scoring

record during his senior season in 2008-09,

when he piled up 1,228 points. His per-game

average was the second-best in Tennessee

high school history, averaging more than 42

points per game that year.

The camp came after his rookie season with

the Atlanta Hawks, who made him their first-

round selection (23rd overall) in last June’s

NBA Draft after he led the Southeastern

Conference in scoring during his sophomore

and junior years at Vanderbilt, being named

First Team All-SEC in the process in those

seasons. He declared for the draft following

his junior year.

His first year in the NBA turned out to be

something he hadn’t experienced much of

during his high school and collegiate careers –

a struggle.

In 61 games, Jenkins averaged 14.8 minutes per game, hitting 38.4

percent of his 3-point attempts and averaged 6.1 points per game.

Jenkins 'humbled' during rookie season
Former Bison star ready for second year with Hawks
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Atlanta Hawks guard John Jenkins goes up for a dunk
during the final day of his basketball camp Thursday at
Station Camp High School. Jenkins, a Station Camp
product, is trying to work his way into the starting lineup
with the Hawks in his second year in the NBA. / Chris
Brooks/Sumner A.M.
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The Hawks had plenty of veteran options at shooting guard – including

DeShawn Stevenson, Devin Harris, Kyle Korver, Louis Williams, and

Anthony Morrow.

That logjam didn’t leave much in the way of meaningful minutes for

Jenkins. By Dec. 28 last year, Jenkins had only one game where he

saw more than 6:19 of court time and that was

in a blowout.

“I was playing behind a lot of veterans, so it

was hard for me to get into the rotation,”

Jenkins said. “It was tough. There were nights

where I couldn’t sleep, but I kept my faith. I

went out and worked hard every day, didn’t

worry about playing or not playing and when

my opportunity came, I took advantage of it.”

He had to go through some adversity first. On

Dec. 1, Jenkins was sent to the NBA’s

Development League – essentially the

association’s minor league. The decision to send Jenkins to the D-

League’s Bakersfield Jam didn’t sit well at first with him. But it served

him a good purpose, as he used it for a good lesson to the campers.

“When they told me I was going there, I was extremely mad – furious,

actually,” Jenkins said. “But I told the campers about that situation and

I told them that I channeled my anger in a great way. I didn’t go out

there and just try to chuck up shots or play the wrong way and say ‘oh,

I don’t want to be here.’ I wanted to be there, and I played like it and

played really well in the two games I was there, and I got sent back (to

Atlanta) immediately.”

There wasn’t one specific reason for Jenkins’ assignment to

Bakersfield. Instead, it was a chance for him to get additional playing

time, which he took full advantage of in playing 33 minutes per game

en route to scoring 51 points in his two games.

“It wasn’t any one thing,” Jenkins said. “It was for me to get my 5-on-5

game better, because I was playing more of a 3-on-3-type game all

the time.”

When he returned to Atlanta, things began looking up for Jenkins, as

he received increased minutes when Harris and Morrow were struck

with the injury bug. Williams went down with a season-ending injury to

further solidify Jenkins’ increased role.

On and off

Jenkins was streaky at times, hitting 45 percent from 3-point range

during a 25-game stretch, but went 0-for-13 from behind the arc in his

final three regular season games.

The highlight of Jenkins’ rookie campaign might have been during a

late-season road trip to San Antonio, where he saw extended playing

time despite not getting the start with numerous veterans getting the

night off. Against the Spurs, he was 7-of-9 from the field, 3-of-3 from

3-point range and hit all six free throw attempts to finish with 23 points.
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He also collected four rebounds and four assists in almost 28 minutes

of action.

Jenkins saw some action at point guard during his initial NBA foray,

adding that he was “at shooting guard and playing combo,” allowing

him to play at both guard positions in his playing time.

The Hawks underwent some changes this offseason, as Atlanta hired

Mike Budenholzer as its head coach.

Harris and Morrow are also no longer with the Hawks, a situation that

could bode well for Jenkins’ chances of cracking the starting five more

often in the upcoming season.

There appears to be a plan for Jenkins, who also said he hopes to be

in the shooting guard position more, a spot he’s used to being in.

“I got that sense for sure,” Jenkins said. “I was in D-League for a few

games, and that kind of killed me the most. But I still understood that

there was a plan for me.”

Jenkins is on a young roster, so the Hawks tried to add some

experience during the summer in addition to German point guard

Dennis Schroeder, the 17th overall pick in this year’s draft. Atlanta

also acquired three players from the Dallas Mavericks for the draft

rights to Shane Larkin, whom the Hawks selected 18th overall.

“We had a great draft this year,” Jenkins said. “We got a couple of big

men and a point guard. I think our draft was underrated. We also

added Elton Brand and Paul Millsap, and those two guys are great

veterans who can help our team, because we’re still a young club.”

Jenkins also participated in summer league games in Las Vegas,

averaging 18 points per game in five contests.

“Summer league helped a lot,” Jenkins said. “We have a new

coaching staff, so learning the new offense was really good. We have

big plans for me, so I’m trying to make sure I’m ready.”

Local ties

Jenkins said he took some advice from another Sumner County

standout, Portland High product Corey Brewer, who recently signed

with the team that originally drafted him, the Minnesota Timberwolves.

The two talked during the season, and Jenkins said Brewer’s words

helped him sort through his tough rookie season.

“I was struggling with it a bit,” Jenkins said. “I talked to Corey and he

made me feel a whole lot better about some things. He went through a

lot as a rookie, too, so it helped me. Corey’s been helping me out

since I was in eighth grade. He just told me to keep my head up and

that I’ll bounce back.”

During Jenkins’ camp, which had more than 40 boys and girls in

grades 3-12, campers went through fundamentals for the majority of

the first three days. Each morning session lasted three-and-a-half

hours. The final day consisted of competitions and pickup games,
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which Jenkins also took part in for a few minutes with each group.

“(Thursday) was a fun day for them,” Jenkins said. “It was all playing

and competition, but for three days, they beared down and listened to

me talk, which is not easy to do. When I was their age, all I wanted to

do was play, too. So we’ve played for 20 minutes every day at the end

of the day, something that you don’t do at a lot of camps.”

He passed the ball the majority of the time during the pickup games, a

part of his game he said he really enjoys.

“It was something that I didn’t get to show too much at Vandy and not

as much (at Station Camp), but it’s something I’ve always loved to

do,” Jenkins said of his passing ability. “I got the opportunity to play

with some great players in the NBA. It was something that I really

wanted to show and I was able to do it this year.”

Jenkins was surprised that he was able to hold a camp so quickly

after being drafted.

“I’ve wanted to hold a camp here since I was working camps and

since I was in high school,” Jenkins said. “I’ve wanted to have my own

camp and (Station Camp head coach Seth Massey) knew that. When

I got drafted, it was one of the few things I wanted to do. I didn’t know it

would be so soon after my first year, but I talked to my agent about it

and he said, ‘Why not? You’ll have a good turnout.’ So I took it. I was a

little nervous about the turnout, but it was a great turnout, so I’m really

excited about upcoming years.”

The Station Camp High coaching staff assisted Jenkins with the

camp, along with staffs from Station Camp Middle and Knox Doss at

Drakes Creek Middle schools.

During the camp, Jenkins shared some insight with campers

regarding his time in high school.

“In my time here at Station Camp, I experienced a lot of success,”

Jenkins said. “But at the same time, as I told the kids, I had some

failure too. I averaged 42 a game my senior year, but I had to hear

from everybody and there was so much pressure about me scoring 40

every night and if I didn’t get that, I wasn’t good enough. It was crazy

stuff, but I was only 18 years old when I came through here. For

someone that young to go through that kind of pressure, it was good

and bad at times, but it helped me become who I am today.”

His camp caps a two-week stretch that saw Sumner County host three

big basketball camps.

“It’s good, because it says a lot about Hendersonville and Gallatin,

which are smaller towns, but they’re growing,” Jenkins said. “For us to

have basketball coming up for all ages is good, and that’s why I

wanted to have the camp for all ages instead of one age group.”

Using things he learned from attending and assisting in basketball

camps, Jenkins put together a camp he believed to be a good mix of

instruction, insight and fun.
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“I wanted to have a camp where it was a lot more fun,” Jenkins said. “I

wanted it to be kind of the same stuff I learned, and also learning a

few things about me, personally. I’ve let them get inside my life a little

bit and tell them a few things about me as a player in high school,

college and now as well. I want them to be able to understand that

they’re just like me. I worked hard to get to where I wanted to be and

they can do the same thing.”

Sports reporter Chris Brooks can be reached at 575-7118 or at

cbrooks@tennessean.com.
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