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Dominique Wilkins photographed in Atlanta in 1987 by Andrew

D. Bernstein. NBAE/Getty Images

Dominique Wilkins, 53, is a retired NBA player and

member of the Basketball Hall of Fame. He was such

an incredible dunker during his nearly two-decade

career—mostly with the Atlanta Hawks—that he was

known as “The Human Highlight Film.”

Here, Wilkins reflects on Martin Luther King Jr.'s

legacy.

CHARLES BETHEA, AUGUST 2013

HOW DID YOU FIRST HEAR ABOUT DR. KING? “I learned about him from my parents when I was 8 or 9. I

remember, just like it was yesterday, when he got assassinated. There was looting and rioting in my

neighborhood in Baltimore. It was a tough, depressing time for everybody. They played the ‘I Have a Dream’

speech over and over. It was emotional for me because there were so many people upset and crying. He was a

hero, taken away from all of us.”

WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER FROM THE DREAM SPEECH? “One of the most powerful and moving parts of that

speech is how he sees that we as a people are gonna get better, that there’s a promised land for us, a light at the

end of the tunnel. And he saw it before anyone else did. I make sure my kids know who he is, that they understand

what he died for: to bring about equality for all of us. That’s the reason we’ve been able to do what we’ve done as

professionals. He paved the way, made it easier for us to succeed.”

WHY DO YOU THINK HE WAS ASSASSINATED? “Fear of change, that’s what got him in the end. When you don’t

understand something or fear it, you attack it.”

WHAT WOULD DR. KING THINK ABOUT AMERICA TODAY? “He would be very pleased with the progress, and he’d

have some disappointments, too. There’s too much violence in our cities. I still go by the MLK monument all the

time and think about him and his family, who I’ve come to know well. It’s a part of the landscape here. He is the

most important person this city and state have ever witnessed.”
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