
Q & A: DENNIS SCHROEDER 

He stood Saturday afternoon alongside a Brazilian center with an Afro two feet high, and a quiet 

kid from Minnesota who'd terrorized my beloved American University Eagles for four years in 

the Patriot League. But Bebe Nogueira, the 7-foot-1 Brazilian with the two-foot Afro, and Mike 

Muscala, the 6-foot-10 Minnesotan who went to Bucknell and was a two-time Patriot League 

Player of the Year (and who'd battled those four years with Lehigh's C.J. McCollum, taken 10th 

overall by Portland), have been on NBA scouts' radar for a couple of years.  

By contrast, Dennis Schroeder, the German point guard who joined them Saturday as they were 

introduced as Atlanta Hawks Draft picks, has been on a comet. A year ago, he was playing eight 

minutes a game for the New Yorker Phantoms Braunschweig in Germany's Bundesliga, the 

country's top basketball league. But over the last 12 months Schroeder, whose late father was 

German and whose mother is Gambian, exploded onto the scene, both in his native country and 

worldwide.  

The Hawks, who took him with the 17th pick overall last Thursday, had been watching him play 

with increasing confidence over the past eight months, as he led the Phantoms in scoring and 

shot 40 percent from 3-point range. And when he was invited to the Nike Hoop Summit in 

Portland in April and more than held his own, he went from possible second-round pick to a 

solid first-rounder. The Hawks were not one of the teams that seemed to need a point guard, with 

Jeff Teague completing his second full season as the incumbent. But that's how compelling a 

talent the 19-year-old Schroeder has become in a short period of time. Hardly a finished product 

at 155 pounds or so, he has a lot of work to do, but he draws comparisons with Rajon Rondo for 

a reason. 

Me: What have the last 48 hours been like? 

Dennis Schroeder: I was on the flight for, like, nine hours. And I sleep six hours of that. But it 

was a long flight. 

Me: What are your plans for the next couple of months? 

DS: Try to work on my body, try to get stronger, try to get some shots up with the coach, and try 

to work on everything -- pick and roll, defense. And try to get better. 

Me: Will you play for the German national team in the FIBA Eurobasket in September, the 

qualifying tournament for the World Championships in 2014? 
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DS: This year, my coach calls me every day, and says I want you to play for the senior team. I 

have to look, because it's tough to play summer league, then [go] to Germany for the national 

team, then come back to the NBA. I think that's kind of hard. But I have to decide it with my 

agent. We'll see. 



Me: When did you start to think the NBA was a realistic possibility for you? 

DS: I think since my dad passed, it was two years ago. I was 16 years old. And I promised him 

that I wanted to play in the NBA one day. And after that, I worked hard on my game and tried to 

get better, to try to improve, to make it. 

Me: You have a lot of subtlety in your game for someone so young. When you were learning the 

position, who were some of your teachers? 

DS: I think Liviu Colin [the Phantoms' assistant coach], from Braunschweig. He found me in the 

park skateboarding, and I started playing basketball because he invited me to play in the Under-

14 club in Braunschweig. And he teach me every day. He was in the gym. He teach me the shot; 

he teach me how to play pick and roll. If he was not in my situation and helped me every time, I 

[would] not [be] here, where I'm at now. 

Me: Had you played any organized ball before then? 

DS: No. I play every time, street ball, in the park. I played with my big brother. And then my 

coach, from the second league, he came to ask me to play, to come to practice. 

Me: How old is your older brother? 

DS: He's 24. 

Me: Did you get some hard lessons from him? 

DS: Oh, yes. [Laughs] He tried to teach me every time, when I'd do something wrong. And when 

I'd do something right, he'd tell me every time. 

Me: When you got to the Bundesliga, you started playing against men. What was that adjustment 

like for you?  
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DS: Every man, they came out of college, and tried to play in Germany. And that's a hard league. 

I think they're strong. I was not that strong, but I tried to get strong every day, tried to work at it, 

with weights. And tried to be in the gym. But I think that was the biggest adjustment. 

Me: I'm always curious how people pick up English as a second language so quickly. 

DS: In Germany, you have to do it in the school. I do it since the fourth grade, to start English a 

little bit. And then I've played two years professionally now, and everybody speak English. And 

the coach was from Greece, so he speaks English as well. 

Me: Who gave you a hard time on the court in the Bundesliga? 



DS: I think a very good player is Tyrese Rice [the former Boston College player who now plays 

for Bayern Munich], and [former Wright State player] Deshaun Wood [now with ALBA Berlin], 

too. I played him two years ago. That was hard. But this year, I can hold him in front of me and 

play very good against him. Tyrese Rice, too. I think those two are the biggest. 

Me: And now you make this jump. Are the challenges the same? 

DS: I think it's different challenges. This is the best league in the world. Everybody can play. 

Everybody's strong. I think there's superstars. I try to be there when I step on the court. That's my 

mentality. I think that's a change, for sure. 

Me: I just wondered because, especially in international competitions, many countries in the 

basketball world have just about caught up with the United States. I didn't know if the NBA was 

still thought of as the premier league. 

DS: Yep. I think everybody's athletic in the league. And in Germany and Europe, it's like, 

stronger. Not athletic. So they've got both [in the NBA]. That's kind of hard to defend, too. 

Me: Many fashion you after Rondo. I wonder if you agree with that, or if you're thinking, 'I don't 

want to be like Rondo; I want to be like me, Dennis.' 

DS: Everybody compares me to Rondo. I think that everybody says that, it's a good feeling for 

me, too. He's a very good player, three times All-Star. And, yeah, he's a very, very good player. I 

try to improve on myself, that I get [compared with] a good player like him, too. I work on my 

shot last summer, and I think my shot is a little better ... I tried to do the technique right with my 

second league coach [Kostas Flevarakis]. He teach me everything. He tell me, 'You need a better 

shot,' and I do it, because I trust him and I tried to get better. And he know what you have to do. 

So I trust him. We'd go every day in the gym and tried to work on it. 

Me: Who did you look up to? 

DS: I think Rondo, and Chris Paul. That's the best point guards, I think, in the league and in the 

world. Now, when I play in the NBA, I don't have a favorite player anymore. But they're very 

good players. 

Me: Was it hard to play in Germany this year, knowing that your chances of coming to the NBA 

were increasing? 

DS: I think I played in the Hoop Summit games. It was a great week for me. I was very happy, it 

helped me a lot. So after that, it was kind of hard. But I finished the season strong, and now I 

have to focus on the NBA. 

Me: I know football [soccer] will always be the number one sport in Germany, but has 

basketball made bigger strides in recent years there because of Dirk Nowitzki's career and 

success here? 



DS: I think the last two years, it came a little bit up. I think now because a German player has 

made the NBA now for the Draft, it's come a little bit up, too. Everybody looks up in Germany. 

Little kids who are playing basketball look up. Because I want to help the German League, too, 

and try to do some camps. I think it's become popular, too.  

Me: Have you met Dirk? 

DS: Yeah, for sure. I talked to him on the phone every time. I met him in Dallas for the workout 

and talked to him then, too. He's cool. He's a very nice guy. 

 


