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Nogueira 

LAS VEGAS -- In the days, months and years B.C. (Before Cap), Lucas Nogueira was known only 

as a tantalizing international prospect -- the kind of raw, long, athletic big man teams hope to mold 

into something game-changing. But in the days A.D. (After Donning), it's become clear that 

Nogueira has the potential to be something even more impressive: a cultural (visual?) icon. 

The draft-day cap, which "Bebe" struggled to keep from bouncing off his head after his name was 

called at the 2013 NBA draft, established the scale of his afro. No one needed proof of its enormity, 

but the cap certainly drew up the awe factor. Without playing a single regular-season game, his 

hair should already be considered in the elite conversation. 

A few days after the draft, Nogueira had made it clear that his hair was a part of his identity as a 

player. "My hair is my marketing," he said. The campaign almost runs itself. Like Harden's "Fear 

the Beard," Nogueira's hair almost demands "Fear the Fro." But when asked if he'd ever think 

about growing a Harden-esque beard to match the top of his head, he could only laugh, repeating, 

"No," over and over. 

Perhaps it became too much of a gimmick. After Monday night's game against the San Antonio 

Spurs, his attitude regarding his "marketing" reversed course a bit. 

"I don't care if I have the best hair in the NBA. I want to be the best player in the NBA." 

It appears Nogueira's head is high in the sky, which should surely please the Atlanta Hawks front 

office. But it raises the question: If his head is in the sky, where in this galaxy is his hair? 
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