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ADVERTISEMENT

The Detroit Pistons jumped into free-agency feet first after testing the

waters, striking a deal with Atlanta Hawks forward Josh Smith to a four-year,

$54 million deal, sources tell The Detroit News.

The deal could rise to $56 million if Smith reaches performance incentives

but for the moment, he’ll be making $13.5 million per season to play both

forward spots for the Pistons, immediately turning them into a more athletic

and dynamic team.

The Pistons were first at Smith’s door in Los Angeles at the dawn of free

agency, at 12:01 AM Monday morning, making clear their intentions to be a

real player in free agency with over $20 million in cap space.

And Saturday, they got their man.

He’ll play up front with Greg Monroe and Andre Drummond and with

Drummond, the duo will be among the league’s best at finishing above the

rim and erasing shots as both average around two blocks each per 36

minutes.
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Sources say the Detroit Pistons struck a deal w ith Atlanta Haw ks forw ard Josh Smith to a four-year, $54 million deal. (Kevin C.
Cox/Getty Images)

Recommend 445

TweetTweet 0

EMAIL

PRINT

A A A

Pistons scoreboard

Final 1 2 3 4 Score

Detroit 18 30 18 33 99

Brooklyn « 29 31 23 20 103

Preview | Matchup | Lineup | Wrap | Box

Sports Sightings

Notable photos of sports

events and figures, off the field

or on.

See the gallery

ADVERTISEMENT

Get in the Game

Buy Sports Tickets  Shop for team merchandise

Most Popular

ADVERTISEMENT

Pistons players believe forward Josh Smith is ideal

fit

Wave of interns buoys downtown Detroit

10 die as air taxi crashes in Alaska

After years of setbacks, human trafficking victim in

Michigan gets chance at citizenship
SHARE

Sports

DOWNUP

Home

TRENDING TOPICS NEW PISTON POPE SFO PLANE CRASH KING APARTMENTS AVISAIL GARCIA JOSH SMITH DANIEL CLEARY BIG TEN UNIFORMS

Detroit Sports Detroit Pistons - NBA

eEdition Stay Connected Customer Service Advertise ShoppingCarsJobsHomesClassif ieds

http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130707/SPORTS0102/307070010/1004/sports
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/Sources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith#comments
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/Sources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith#
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20130706%2FSPORTS0102%2F307060046%2F1004%2Fsports%2FSources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith&related=Sports&text=Sources%3A%20Pistons%20agree%20to%20deal%20with%20Hawks'%20Josh%20Smith&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20130706%2FSPORTS0102%2F307060046
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20130706%2FSPORTS0102%2F307060046%2FSources-Pistons-agree-deal-Hawks-Josh-Smith
javascript:void(null);
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/Sources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith#nogo
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/Sources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith#nogo
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/Sources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith#nogo
http://apps.detroitnews.com/apps/multimedia/gallery.php?id=11834
http://events.michigan.com/search?srad=125.0&swhat=&swhen=&swhere=48617&st=event&cat=9&acat=1064&new=n&sort=1
http://www.fanatics.com/partnerid/931
http://sports.detroitnews.com/merge/tsnform.aspx?c=detnews&page=nba/scores/live/pv17896.htm
http://sports.detroitnews.com/merge/tsnform.aspx?c=detnews&page=nba/scores/live/match17896.htm
http://sports.detroitnews.com/merge/tsnform.aspx?c=detnews&page=nba/scores/live/lineup17896.htm
http://sports.detroitnews.com/merge/tsnform.aspx?c=detnews&page=nba/scores/final/W17896.htm
http://sports.detroitnews.com/merge/tsnform.aspx?c=detnews&page=nba/scores/final/boxscore.aspx?GAMEID=17896
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130708/SPORTS0102/307080036
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130708/BIZ/307080022
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130708/NATION/307080054
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130708/METRO06/307080023
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/SPORTS
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/Sources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith#
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/Sources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith#
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130707/SPORTS0102/307070043
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130707/NATION/307070017
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130707/METRO01/307070009
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130707/SPORTS0104/307070044
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130707/SPORTS0102/307070010
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130707/SPORTS0103/307070029
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130707/SPORTS0201/307070035
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/SPORTS
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/SPORTS0102
http://detroitnews.com/
http://apps.detroitnews.com/apps/multimedia/index.php
http://detroitnews.com/section/videonetwork
http://detroitnews.com/e


7/8/13 Sources: Pistons agree to deal with Hawks' Josh Smith |  The Detroit News

www.detroitnews.com/article/20130706/SPORTS0102/307060046/1004/sports/Sources--Pistons-sign-Atlanta-Hawks--Josh-Smith 2/3

The Detroit News aims to provide a forum that fosters smart, civil discussions on the news and

events that we cover. The News will not condone personal attacks, off topic posts or brutish

language on our site. If you find a comment that you believe violates these standards, please

click the "X" in the upper right corner of the post to report it.

POLICIES

Community Policy

Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

Join the Conversation

1:00 AM

Pistons players believe forward Josh
Smith is ideal fit

Smith will make life easier

for Brandon Knight and

Andre Drummond, the

team's first-round picks in

2011 and 2012,

respectively.

1:29 AM

Vincent Goodwill breaks

down the Pistons'

potential starting lineup

1:00 AM

Sunday's NBA roundup:

Magic's Victor Olapido

signs, then shines in

debut

SUN, JUL 7

Pistons No. 1 pick

Kentavious Caldwell-

Pope is less than

dazzling in debut

SUN, JUL 7

Vincent Goodwill: Josh

Smith a big addition, but

Pistons shouldn't be

done yet

SAT, JUL 6

Sources: Pistons agree

to deal with Hawks' Josh

Smith

SAT, JUL 6

Saturday's NBA roundup:

Shaq says L.A. spotlight

too bright for Howard

More From Detroit Pistons - NBA

Smith has never been an All-Star, but fills up the stat sheet like no other

player aside from Miami Heat forward LeBron James. Like James, Smith

came straight from high school to play for his hometown Hawks and grew

with the franchise as it did.

Smith, 27, averaged 17.8 points, 8.4 rebounds and 4.2 assists in 76 games

for the Hawks last season, on par with his numbers since coming into his

own.

In 2011-12, he averaged 18.8 points, 9.6 rebounds, 3.9 assists and 1.7

blocks but wasn’t selected by the coaches to be a reserve for the Eastern

Conference All-Stars, often playing in the shadow of former teammate Joe

Johnson, who’s now a member of the Brooklyn Nets.

With the Pistons, the immensely talented Smith gets a fresh start, away

from home and the criticism that came with it. Fans used to groan at Smith’s

sometimes-questionable shot selection, begging him to drive more to the

basket than settling for taking perimeter jumpers, the weakest part of his

offensive package.

What Smith can do, however, is provide the Pistons with aspects they’ve

seriously lacked in recent years--as well as dispelling the notion no

marquee free agent wants to play in Detroit.

He’s one of the most athletic players in the league, a devastating finisher

and underrated in his post play and playmaking abilities. In signing Smith,

it’s clear the Pistons want to become a more uptempo team, especially

considering if Smith plays with Monroe and Drummond, floor spacing will be

hard to come by.

The Pistons clearly had two objectives after the season in terms of

personnel: Get more athletic and have better shooting. Drafting Kentavious

Caldwell-Pope helps with the shooting and signing the uber-athletic Smith

changes their identity.
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