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Smith reportedly agrees to deal with Pistons

Related

By Chris Vivlamore

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

The Josh Smith era in Atlanta is over.

The former Hawks forward agreed in principle to a four-year, $56 million contract with the Pistons on Saturday, according to
Channel 2 Action News. Several other media outlets also reported the agreement. The deal puts an end to the tenuous nine-
year relationship between Smith and his hometown Hawks.

The Hawks drafted Smith out of high school with the No. 17 overall pick in the 2004 NBA draft. During his Hawks tenure,
Smith amassed impressive statistics. He leaves the team ranked in the franchise’s top 10 in most statistical categories,
including games, points and rebounds. The talented Smith electrified crowds with his high-flying abilities —on offense and
defense.

This season he became the 24th player in NBA history to amass 10,000 points, 5,000 rebounds, 2,000 assists and 1,000
blocked shots, and the ninth to do that with one team. According to Elias Sports Bureau, Smith is the only player in league
history with career averages of at least 15.0 points, 7.0 rebounds, 3.0 assists, 2.0 blocks and 1.0 steals per game. He
played a major role in the Hawks’ six consecutive postseason appearances.

Smith did aggravate a portion of the fan base with ill-timed shots, especially from 3-point range. He was suspended several
times, including once last season for conduct detrimental to the team after getting kicked out of a practice.

“As I walked off the court, everything just sort of hit me,” he told The Atlanta Journal-Constitution after the Hawks’ season-
ending playoff loss to the Pacers in April. “Just the uncertainty of what the future holds. Just thinking about all of the
relationships I’ve had here and the people who’ve crossed my path since I’ve been here. I just … I just don’t know.

“The only thing I know is I want to be able to experience free agency. I want to explore my options and see what’s out there. I
don’t have any certain idea what’s going to happen.”

As an unrestricted free agent, Smith could have received a maximum deal of five years and $94 million from the Hawks. He
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could have signed with another team for a maximum of four years and $70 million. Per NBA rules, he cannot sign the deal

with the Pistons until Wednesday.

The Hawks signaled the end of Smith’s tenure in Atlanta on Friday when they agreed to contracts with forwards Paul Millsap
and DeMarre Carroll. Less than 24 hours later, Smith agreed to join the Pistons.

The Pistons pushed hard for Smith, meeting with him and his agents one minute into the start of the NBA’s free-agency
period July 1. He also met with the Rockets, who reached an agreement with Dwight Howard on Friday.

Hawks general manager Danny Ferry never officially said that the book on Smith in Atlanta was over.

“Josh has been a valuable part of the Hawks for the past nine years,” Ferry said recently. “We appreciate and respect what
he has done. I also respect that he enters unrestricted free agency for the first time and wants to consider his options. We
are in the same situation, and we have to determine what is best for us moving forward as well.”
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Posted by BarrynSmyrna at 4:50 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

Remember the idiot who said it was a wasted draft pick--at #17 too, for heaven's sake!

He produced far more than the 6th pick that year (Childress) or any other pick of the Billy Knight/Pete Babcock era.

He will also have produced more than any of Danny Ferry's draft picks this year, too.

Danny Ferry--just a newer and shinier version of Pete Babcock and Billy Knight. Folks, when will you figure it out that it's all
about OWNERSHIP. Whoever subsidizes this incompetence deserves to lose their money.
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Thanks for all your contributions, Josh. Best wishes on finally working for a real organization--not an utter embarrassment or
joke. This organization's high-water mark in Atlanta was, what, 25 years ago?! Wow. Only in Atlanta is such incompetence
tolerated and subsidized.

Posted by peace247 at 5:00 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

he just walked? no SnT? no Asik? what is ferry doing?

Posted by BigTimeTECHFan at 5:06 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

Upgrade: Millsap over Smith 
and still have max contract space. 
Wow, Ferry works miracles

Posted by -Melvin- at 5:08 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

4yr/25mil to Jarrett Jack... My goodness, Milisap & Korver looks worst by the min...

Posted by BigTimeTECHFan at 5:11 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

plus 2 big time backup / starters in Cunningham and DeMarre Carrol

Posted by CoffeeHoops at 5:51 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

We need a starting SF now!!!

Posted by Sameba at 5:58 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

So sad...
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Posted by Steve-W at 6:10 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

4 years 25 mill doesn't make Millsap look bad

That's pretty high for jack

Posted by Steve-W at 6:16 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

Great move by Cavs - varejo/Irving healthy, they may be just a notch under GSW from last season

Big improvement

Posted by Steve-W at 6:17 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

I think the Cavs are still 13 mill under the cap

Posted by theduke21 at 6:26 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

Is there any word on pushing for a center? No interest in Bynum? I don't see much build for the future with the moves so far.
We still look good enough to make the playoffs but to make no push. Horford still a stretch center, still no starting small
forward.

Posted by -sting- at 7:51 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

stevew agreed 29 and a journeyman with one good run in the playoffs translated into about ten more mil in my estimation.
great for him but in three years it may blow up on them. different increased stress to body than two for point guards.

Posted by AstroJoe at 7:55 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

Melvin, are you serious, Millsap at less than $10M/year is a bad contract? Are you kidding me?

Posted by Slimjr at 8:10 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse
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So the Hawks got nada in return? SMH!

Cant wait to see him posterize AllStar layup line!!!

Yes...

Posted by Steve-W at 8:10 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

Devin did great for us this years. 3 years too long for him however

Posted by Slimjr at 8:12 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

"We need a starting SF now!!!"

Korver can start against the scrubs! Keep that streak alive perhaps?

Posted by AstroJoe at 8:16 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

If the Hawks are done, then the team will be in the lottery with a good amount of cap space next season. That will please
many.

If they are not done (and they could have around $10M left to spend), then they have the m this point.

Regarding Teague, has any RFA signed a deal with their team so this summer? I know that Tyreke jumped shipped as a
RFA. Did Gerald Henderson, Pekovic or Jennings sign a deal yet?

Posted by MisterBoo at 8:22 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

You know what is so sad ??????????

The blatant way that a fairly large amount of the Hawks fan base had disrespect for Josh's game. 

He will be missed. That athleticisim and defense was an asset here. 

Yes, he had his flaws, but he will NOT easily be replaced. 

17 to 18 pts and 8 to 9 Rebounds with outstanding D. Pretty solid to me. 

And the kid worked his tail off -- sure there were some incidents of immaturity but that was minor in the big picture of things. 

It will be classless if he gets Booed when he comes back like Joe was. Joe was a pretty darned good Hawk too. 
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As for Danny Ferry -- I do see the big picture but its going no be a rough stretch for a yr or two. At some point DF will either
have to hit a home run or get some lucky ping pong balls. 

35 W's in 13-14. That might not get you a top 5 pick, so good luck.

Posted by MisterBoo at 8:24 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

Milsap is a nice contract and his $$$$$$$ was reasonable. 

He is a guy you can keep as a piece when you make your next pitch to the next star type difference maker they will have to
pursue. 

Milsap and Horford -- good F combo to me.

Posted by MisterBoo at 8:25 p.m. Jul. 6, 2013
Report Abuse

I think they will keep Teague. They can offer 4 yrs in the 25 to 30 range for him.
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