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Hawks Hire Mike Budenholzer

Brian Windhorst discusses the Atlanta Hawks' decision to hire longtime Spurs assistant Mike Budenholzer as their next

head coach.Tags: Mike Budenholzer, Hawks, Spurs

ATLANTA -- New Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer is "living a dream" as he makes plans to remain with the San

Antonio Spurs through the NBA Finals before turning his full focus to his first NBA head-coaching job.

Budenholzer, the longtime San Antonio assistant, was named the Hawks' coach on Tuesday, one day after the Spurs

completed a four-game sweep of Memphis in the Western Conference finals.

[+] Enlarge

AP Photo/David TulisMike Budenholzer said

he'll bring lessons learned under Spurs coach

Gregg Popovich, including a strong defensive

philosophy, to the Hawks.

"It's been a pretty amazing 48 hours, I'll be very honest with you," Budenholzer said on Wednesday as he was
introduced by Hawks general manager Danny Ferry. "It's exciting for my family, exciting for me.

"The opportunity to come here with the Atlanta Hawks, when you couple that with coming to the NBA Finals, I'm living

http://search.espn.go.com/mike-budenholzer/video/6
http://search.espn.go.com/hawks/video/6
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a dream."

Budenholzer, 43, spent 19 years with the Spurs, including 17 seasons as an assistant. He was the top assistant for coach

Gregg Popovich the past six years, but he may be a new name to many fans outside of San Antonio.

"I'm definitely not a sexy hire," Budenholzer said. "Thankfully, that wasn't on Danny's shopping list."

He said he'll bring lessons learned under Popovich, including a strong defensive philosophy.

"Mike Budenholzer has been extremely important to our success in San Antonio," Spurs star point guard Tony Parker

said Tuesday. "He is a great coach. I think the Hawks made an excellent choice and I'm very happy for Coach Bud."

Ferry came to the Hawks last year after two years as vice president of basketball operations for the Spurs. After his

close view of Budenholzer's role with the Spurs, Ferry now is looking for the coach to bring at least part of San

Antonio's winning system to Atlanta.

Impressive Credentials

 Mike Budenholzer, who was hired as the Hawks' next head coach, has been part of an incredible era of
success in San Antonio. Dating to Tim Duncan's rookie season in 1997-98, the Spurs are 130-79 in the playoffs. Over

that span, San Antonio is the top playoff team in terms of win percentage and ranks second behind only the Lakers in

wins, Finals appearances and NBA titles. The Hawks, conversely, have won a total of four playoff series over that

stretch and have not advanced beyond the conference semifinals.

Total NBA Rank

Playoff app 16 1st

Win Pct .622 1st

Wins 130 2nd

NBA Finals app 5 2nd

Titles 4 2nd

-- ESPN Stats & Information

"Part of what's exciting about this for me is he has a great understanding of the league," Ferry said. "He's been part of

San Antonio. He wasn't just in San Antonio like some of us were, he's been there for the duration. He's seen how it
evolved. He's seen how it has grown. Mike, [general manager] R.C. [Buford] and Popp were the ones who were there

the whole time."

Ferry said Hawks players will buy into Budenholzer's ability to clearly communicate his plans.

"I think Mike will certainly help us be more mentally tough by implementing clarity on a way to play that guys can and
will believe in," Ferry said. "They'll buy in and they'll play hard."

Budenholzer replaces Larry Drew, who was 128-102 in three seasons.

"I'd also like to acknowledge my appreciation and respect for the job Larry Drew did here the last three years," Ferry

http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/1015/tony-parker
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said. "I enjoyed working with him. We talked again yesterday about things and I wish him great luck and success."

The Hawks lost to Indiana in the first round of the playoffs. It was the team's sixth straight postseason appearance but

Ferry is expected to continue his dramatic makeover of the team after trading Joe Johnson and Marvin Williams in his
first year as general manager.

The Hawks are in flux with their roster, as they have just three players under contract for next season and could have in

excess of $40 million in salary-cap space. Atlanta is expected to chase top free agents such as Dwight Howard and

Chris Paul as well as their own free agents, Josh Smith and Jeff Teague.

The Hawks believe Budenholzer, who has interviewed for several jobs in recent years and was also a candidate in

Detroit this year, will be able to operate no matter which way the roster decisions go.

SVP & Russillo

Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer explains why Atlanta is such an appealing job for him, says his relationship with

Hawks GM Danny Ferry played a major role in his interest in the club, talks about his expectations for the future in

Atlanta and the players he envisions being on the roster next year. Budenholzer also discusses his time with the Spurs

and San Antonio's run to the NBA Finals.

More Podcasts »

Center Al Horford is the lone starter with a guaranteed contract for next season. The only other players with guaranteed

contracts are guard Lou Williams, who is recovering from a season-ending knee injury, and rookie guard John Jenkins.

Budenholzer said Teague "is someone I feel strongly about and he's part of why I'm excited to get this opportunity. He's
a heck of a player. There are a lot of decisions that need to be made on a lot of different fronts, including Jeff. I look

forward to working with Danny on that."

Budenholzer said he'll build around Horford and the financial flexibility Ferry began to create by trading Johnson and

before the 2012-13 season. Pending decisions on Teague and others, the Hawks could have about $40 million under

the cap to spend in free agency.

"We want to build it and so as a coach that is exciting," he said. "That is why to me, that roster element in making the

decision was strong."

Budenholzer said he and Ferry will work out how much time he will have for the Hawks while he completes his drive for
a fifth NBA championship ring with the Spurs.

"Danny and I are talking and working on that," Budenholzer said before adding he wants to "be sure I finish right with

San Antonio. He and I both want Pop to still call us when this is said and done."

Information from ESPN The Magazine's Chris Broussard, ESPN.com's Brian Windhorst and The Associated

Press was used in this report.

Recommend100

http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/1007/joe-johnson
http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/2797/marvin-williams
http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/2384/dwight-howard
http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/2779/chris-paul
http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/2411/josh-smith
http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/4015/jeff-teague
http://espn.go.com/espnradio/podcast/
http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/3213/al-horford
http://espn.go.com/nba/player/_/id/6594/john-jenkins
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2f%2fespn.go.com%2fnba%2fstory%2f_%2fid%2f9322227%2fatlanta%2dhawks%2dcoach%2dmike%2dbudenholzer%2dliving%2ddream&t=Hawks+coach+Budenholzer+%27living+a+dream%27
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2f%2fespn.go.com%2fnba%2fstory%2f_%2fid%2f9322227%2fatlanta%2dhawks%2dcoach%2dmike%2dbudenholzer%2dliving%2ddream&t=Hawks+coach+Budenholzer+%27living+a+dream%27


6/3/13 Atlanta Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer living a dream - ESPN

espn.go.com/nba/story/_/id/9322227/atlanta-hawks-coach-mike-budenholzer-living-dream 5/11

May 29 2013, 1:38 PM

Cathy411111

It's crazy how a guy who's been on the Spurs bench for 19 seasons wasn't picked up by anyone until
now. Congrats Mike, we'll see how much of Pop he's taking with him.

21 fans like this.
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ret12364

I wonder if the Spurs would bring Avery in now to learn under Pop. Avery rose to stardom too quickly for
his own good. He inherited a juggernaut Mavs team and fell down at the last hurdle.

11 fans like this.

May 29 2013, 2:19 PM

Sbballer0610

Coach Bud is going to do well as a head coach and deserves his shot. As a Spurs fan I'm happy for him...
but until the finals are over he's still got a job to do!

21 fans like this.

May 29 2013, 2:20 PM

Walls Are Scary Bro

Danny Ferry is living a GM's dream himself. He is literally building a brand new team in the span of a
year. The only thing left from the Rick Sund era is Al Horford.

27 fans like this.

May 29 2013, 4:46 PM

12yearlagavulin

He has the coolest last name in the NBA.

10 fans like this.
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