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Six Sensible Picks For Coaching Success
May 13, 2013  ·  10:42AM

.
HANG TIME HEADQUARTERS – Raise your hand, you twisted souls, if you’re ready for another episode of the Dwight Howard-Stan Van Gundy show.
Even Hawks fans, a group starved for both star power on the roster and stability with the coaching staff, are wary of the potential pairing of these former Orlando Magic
stalwarts in the ATL. Their deteriorating relationship marred their final season together in a situation that was anything but magic in Orlando.
But when the coaching carousel kicks up this time of year, and a half-dozen or so different teams are picking over the same small pool of elite coaching candidates, all
things are possible.
Van Gundy, and his brother, Jeff Van Gundy, are going to be on short lists everywhere, along with Phil Jackson, Jerry Sloan, Larry Brown and whoever the assistant
coach(es) du jour might be.
What looks good on paper and sounds sweet in theory, however, doesn’t always hold up in reality. Multiple reports of Stan Van Gundy being pursued by the Hawks, who
have announced that they will explore all options in determining who replaces Larry Drew (if they replace him), make perfect sense. Hawks GM Danny Ferry is in the
process of rebuilding his roster and needs a coach on board before the Draft.
“I have great appreciation and respect for Larry and how he led our team this season,” Ferry told Chris Vivlamore of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution on Saturday. “At the
same time, it is my responsibility and in the best interests of the Hawks organization to consider all of our options, and talk with other potential head coaches before
making a decision about who will lead our basketball team. Larry and I have had open communication about this approach. If Larry and I continue to work together, we
ultimately will be a stronger organization because of our discussions and this thorough process.”
That’s an eloquent way of stating the obvious: that the Hawks plan on moving on from the past nine years (Drew was an assistant under current Knicks Mike Woodson
during his six seasons with Atlanta before Drew spent the last three season its coach). And it’s understandable. No one will blame Ferry for making a clean break from the
Hawks’ recent past, provided he upgrades the coaching situation and the roster with all of that $33 million in cap space and the four Draft picks the Hawks will be armed
with this summer.
The burning question remains, then, is Stan Van a legitimate upgrade?
He did take the Magic to The Finals in 2009, the Miami Heat to the Eastern Conference finals (2005) and did the same with Orlando (2010). But he was shown the door in
both places after his star players grew tired of his grinding ways. Weighing the pros and cons of Stan Van being the face and voice of your franchise heading into a huge
free-agent summer is a risky proposition for the Hawks, one that Ferry is surely aware of as he continues to sort through the process of finding the right coach.
There are five other current openings around the league, with another one (Los Angeles Clippers … ?) still looming. With a bevy of candidates, we take a look at who fits
best where and why …
Atlanta Hawks: Mike Malone, assistant coach Golden State Warriors
In a realm where it’s often who you know as well as what you know, Malone can check those boxes with the Hawks. He’s done stellar work with the Warriors, helping
guide them into a prime time position this postseason under Mark Jackson. He also worked under Mike Brown in Cleveland when Ferry ran that franchise. Malone is a
nuts-and-bolts coach who won’t come with the baggage of some of the more recognizable candidates for the job. He’s universally respected and will likely be on the
interview list for every opening out there.
Brooklyn Nets: Jeff Van Gundy, ABC/ESPN analyst
No available coach has a better handle on the rigors of guiding a team in the New York area. Van Gundy’s Knicks history, along with his work on ABC and ESPN
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broadcasts, has kept him in the forefront of a lot of people’s minds. He’s got the coaching chops required to manage a complex and talented roster that clearly needs a
guiding force to reach its potential. His former partner in the booth, Mark Jackson, has done wonders in his first coaching stint in Golden State. Van Gundy could work
similar magic with a Nets team that underachieved this season.
Charlotte Bobcats: Larry Drew, coach Atlanta Hawks
Drew worked alongside Bobcats owner Michael Jordan when they were both in Washington, so there is plenty of familiarity there. He also impressed many around the
league with the work he did in an impossible situation in Atlanta the past three seasons. Even with constant changes on the roster and in the front office, Drew coached the
Hawks to three straight playoff appearances. He would walk into a situation in Charlotte that looks a lot like the one he walked into with the Hawks nine years ago. That
blueprint for thriving in the face of adversity could come in handy for the Bobcats.
Detroit Pistons: Jerry Sloan, former coach Utah Jazz
The Pistons have a roster filled with talented young players in need of guidance and direction. That’s the idea fit for a disciplinarian like Sloan, who could work wonders
with bigs Greg Monroe and Andre Drummond in particular. Sloan’s Jazz teams were known for being the model of consistency. He won with superstar talent (Karl
Malone and John Stockton) and kept on winning after they retired. The Pistons have had their greatest success in recent years under another veteran coach, Larry
Brown, and could return to relevance under Sloan.
Milwaukee Bucks: David Fizdale, assistant coach Miami Heat
With the Big 3 in Miami, most of the attention has been strictly on the players. But Erik Spoelstra‘s key hire since taking over as coach in Miami was luring Fizdale away
from the Hawks. He’s considered one of the brightest up-and-coming coaching candidates in the league and has done fantastic work with the continued development of
both Dwyane Wade and LeBron James. Luring him away from a championship situation in Miami won’t be easy for the Bucks or anyone else. But Fizdale has designs on
running his own team and working with Bucks GM John Hammond would be a good place to get that first shot.
Philadelphia 76ers: Stan Van Gundy, former coach Orlando Magic
After the emotional roller coaster that was the Doug Collins experience, Jrue Holiday, Evan Turner, Thaddeus Young, Spencer Hawes and the rest of the Sixers’
young core need a savvy veteran to deal with, not a first-time coach who would have to transition to a new gig in a city known for chewing up the strongest of
personalities.  Stan Van gives the Sixers a bold personality to lead the way and an absolute technician of the game to help push the right buttons for a team that needs the
sort of stewardship he tried to provide in Orlando.
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11 Comments
iivviiccaa79 says:
May 13, 2013 at 11:58 am
for the love of god,
why do you recycle some of the coaches that NEVER made any significant success, is there anyone new , anyone that has not yet been given a chance who might become
new Spolstra?
Reply
??? says:
May 13, 2013 at 1:19 pm
Why would you want a new Spoelstra? He doesn’t seem like much of a coach to me yet. Maybe he’s good but doesn’t get his props because of the big three or maybe he
gets by because of all the talent. EH! I rather have a Stan or a Jeff.
Reply
Floridian says:
May 13, 2013 at 2:15 pm
I have been a real long time Miami Heat fan since 95. I do not agree with you Spo being a really good coach. That is why Miami Heat always has problem with a good
coached teams like Boston, Bulls etc. Spo is the biggest reason we could not get title 2 years ago. I can clearly explain his rotation mistakes in Dallas series. He was a
better coach last year and this year but an elite one. I love Doc Rivers’s coaching..
Reply
Jason says:
May 13, 2013 at 1:14 pm
Did you really just say recycle coaches that never made any significant success?! Look at all the banners in L.A. from Phil Jackson!!!!! What planet are you from dude?!
No success. What a moron.
Reply
BMac86 says:
May 13, 2013 at 4:16 pm
Not to mention Chicago as well.
Reply
Jason says:
May 13, 2013 at 1:15 pm
And Stan led the Magic to the finals in 2009! Can you be any stupider?!
Reply
Scott B says:
May 13, 2013 at 1:16 pm
As much as I would hate to see him leave San Antonio, Mike Budenholzer should be considered a top prospect for a head coaching job. He has been Popovich’s right hand
man for several years, and let’s face it, there could be worse head coaches to learn from than Pop!
Reply
Erien says:
May 13, 2013 at 2:02 pm
I think Michael Jordan should coach the Bobcats. Bahahaha. Sorry, I couldn’t help myself.
Reply
JamesT says:
May 13, 2013 at 3:20 pm
What about Brian Shaw?
Reply
sports fan says:
May 13, 2013 at 4:22 pm
Brian Shaw is long overdue for a head coaching job.
Reply
Baron says:
May 13, 2013 at 4:22 pm
What about Clippers ?………
I know!……….why don’t get Both Gundys in Clippers, like Lakers, with D’Anthony and his brother!!!

Twitter 16 Facebook 6 Google +1 Tumblr

http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?share=twitter&nb=1
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?share=facebook&nb=1
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?share=google-plus-1&nb=1
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?share=tumblr&nb=1
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/category/ht-news/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/andre-drummond/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/bobcats/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/bucks/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/david-fizdale/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/dwight-howard/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/dwyane-wade/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/erik-spoelstra/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/even-turner/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/greg-monroe/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/hawks/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/jazz/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/jeff-van-gundy/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/jerry-sloan/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/john-hammond/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/john-stockton/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/jrue-holiday/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/karl-malone/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/larry-brown/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/lebron-james/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/magic/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/michael-jordan/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/mike-malone/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/nets/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/phil-jackson/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/pistons/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/spencer-hawes/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/stan-van-gundy/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comments
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#respond
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/trackback/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550386
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550386#respond
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550448
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550448#respond
https://plus.google.com/105652517159425011986/posts
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550509
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550509#respond
http://yahoo.com/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550436
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550436#respond
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550601
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550601#respond
http://yahoo.com/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550438
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550438#respond
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550439
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550439#respond
http://www.ko.net/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550500
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550500#respond
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550563
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550563#respond
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550604
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/?replytocom=550604#respond
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/#comment-550605


5/13/13 Six Sensible Picks For Coaching Success « NBA.com |  Hang Time Blog

hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/ 3/5

Reply
Leave a Comment
Comment Policy:
We encourage you to add a comment to this discussion. You may not post any unlawful, threatening, defamatory, obscene, pornographic or other material that would
violate the law. All comments should be relevant to the topic and remain respectful of other authors and others who submit comments. You are solely responsible for your
own comments, the consequences of posting those comments, and the consequences of any reliance by you on the comments of others. By submitting your comment,
you hereby give the operators of this site the right, but not the obligation, to post, air, edit, exhibit, telecast, cablecast, webcast, re-use, publish, reproduce, use, license,
print, distribute or otherwise use your comment(s) and accompanying personal identifying and other information you provide via all forms of media now known or hereafter
devised, worldwide, in perpetuity. Sekou Smith's Hangtime Blog Privacy Policy || Terms of Use.
Logged in as Hawks PR. Log out »

Submit Comment

 Notify me of new posts via email.
|

Recent Posts
Golden State Wins Also Building Blocks
History Says Grizz Can’t Let Up At Home
Film Study: To Help Or Not To Help Is The Question For Knicks And Pacers
Ego In Check, Wade Does Less For More
Six Sensible Picks For Coaching Success
Mouthguard In, Sympathy Out As Heat Expect More Of Same From Bulls
Warriors Score A Win That Defies Description
Struggling Ibaka Focused On Game 4
Hibbert’s Offense The Difference In Pacers’ Game 3 Victory
Thunder Getting Desperate To Provide Durant Help
Cole Fills ‘Nate’ Role Off Miami’s Bench
Stephen Curry A Game-Time Decision
Knicks’ Smith Questionable For Game 3
Lot On Pacers’ Plate In Game 3
The Grindhouse: Created By A Team, Now Embraced By A City And Its People
The Other Point Guard Shines For Spurs in Game 3
Push Comes To Shove For Outnumbered Bulls
Mark Jackson: A Man On A Mission
Jackson’s Challenging Crash Course



5/13/13 Six Sensible Picks For Coaching Success « NBA.com |  Hang Time Blog

hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/ 4/5

Bulls: Rose Not Playing in Game 3
Intensity, Physicality Shift To Chicago’s Court
Celtics Preparing For One Last Run?
Stoudemire’s Return Brings More Questions Than Answers For Knicks
Bulls’ Deng Still Ailing, Weakened
NBA.com Writers
    All Posts By:
    Steve Aschburner
    Fran Blinebury
    Jeff Caplan
    Scott Howard-Cooper
    Sekou Smith
    John Schuhmann
    Writers Blogtable
Categories
Select Category

Archives

Select Month

 Search

twitter

Film Study: To Help Or Not To Help Is  The Question For Knicks And Pacers

 wp.me/pPQKk-dCc via @johnschuhmann

Sekou Smith         

@SekouSmithNBA

Expand

Six Sensible Picks For Coaching Success wp.me/pPQKk-dCm

Sekou Smith         

@SekouSmithNBA

Expand

Jarrett Jack and Carl Landry are the kind of summer pick ups big time GMs and 

franchises acquire without fanfare to get to the next level.

Sekou Smith         

@SekouSmithNBA

Expand

Oh and please, no more Marvin Williams comparison for Harrison Barnes. Totally 

different game and attitude as rookies. @SPURSvWARRIORS

Sekou Smith         

@SekouSmithNBA

Expand

1h

6h

22h

22h

Tweets Follow Follow @SekouSmithNBA@SekouSmithNBA

Tweet to @SekouSmithNBA

http://t.co/0tpQvQkxxc
https://twitter.com/johnschuhmann
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA/statuses/334032306861912064
http://t.co/ZCDK5bmrL5
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA/statuses/333957895383293952
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA/statuses/333712328619085826
https://twitter.com/SpursvWarriors
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA/statuses/333711280231809024
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA/statuses/334032306861912064
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA/statuses/333957895383293952
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA/statuses/333712328619085826
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA/statuses/333711280231809024
https://twitter.com/SekouSmithNBA
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=&region=follow_link&screen_name=SekouSmithNBA&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=SekouSmithNBA
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/10/bulls-rose-not-playing-in-game-3/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/10/intensity-physicality-shift-to-chicagos-court/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/10/celtics-preparing-for-one-last-run/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/10/stoudemires-return-brings-more-questions-than-answers-for-knicks/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/09/bulls-deng-still-ailing-weakened/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/steve-aschburner/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/fran-blinebury/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/jeff-caplan/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/scott-howard-cooper/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/sekou-smith/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/tag/john-schuhmann/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/category/blogtable/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/category/podcast/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/category/shaqtin-a-fool/
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/about-this-blog/
mailto:sekou.smith@turner.com
http://hangtime.blogs.nba.com/feed/
http://ads.cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=536906&AdID=725366&TargetID=174181&Segments=3285,4134,18887,19089,19112,19419,21717,21898,23046,26399,27657,29397,29793,30117,30338,32749,33852,35881,36973,38270,40253,42630,46694,47647,51286,53554,54747,54974,55474,56029,56748,56915,57119,57125,57880,59467,62069,64064,64702,66311,66531,66615,69362,69488,70068,70329,70450,71428,71531,72310,72377,72436,72512,72513,72514,72532,72656,72663,72673,72692,72710,72711,72712,72714,72718,72719,72720,72721,72722,72726,72728,72811,72844,72849,72941,72946,72947,72952,72958,72984,73129,73130,73138,73193,73279,73334,73351,73356,73445,73503,73526,73591,73658&Targets=173313,163410,174181,167909,73269,140307,175186,173389,166789,173262,151441,172931,173499,174620,174793&Values=60,77,81,100,685,917,990,1285,1644,1673,1691,1702,1815,4418,4445,17489,47458,48213,52263,56058,56872,57003,57005,57092,57112,57861,57896,58570,58702,58778,59067,59887,60138,61089,61263,61908,63217,139427,153947,158387,158914,159052,159543,159716&RawValues=NGUSERID%252C%252CTID%252C2064626837618688%252CTIL%252C0268948748631&Redirect=http://www.nba.com/nbatv/


5/13/13 Six Sensible Picks For Coaching Success « NBA.com |  Hang Time Blog

hangtime.blogs.nba.com/2013/05/13/six-sensible-picks-for-coaching-success/ 5/5

ABOUT

About the NBA

Contact Us

Career Oppurtunities

Closed Captioning

Advertise on NBA.com

Important Dates

NBA

WNBA

NBA D-League

Ene-be-a

NBATickets .com

NBPA

iHoops

NBA City Restaurant

NYC Store

EVENTS

2013 NBA Playoffs

2013 NBA Draft

2013 All-Star

2013 Hall of Fame

2013 Summer League

NBA 101

NBA Official

His tory

Rules of the Game

Officials  & Rulebook

Video Rulebook

Hoopedia

NBA Guide

NBA Register

NBA INITIATIVES

NBA Nation

Jam Session

NBA Cares

NBA Green

NBA FIT

Basketball Without Borders

All-Star Vendor Divers ity

NBA Kids

ALL-ACCESS

Member Center

NBA LEAGUE PASS

Fantasy Games

NBA Deals  and Discounts

HOOP Magazine

Copyright © 2013 NBA Media Ventures, LLC. All rights  reserved. No portion of NBA.com may be duplicated, redis tributed or manipulated in any form. By access ing any information beyond this  page, you agree to abide by the P rivacy Policy /

Your California P rivacy Rights  and Terms of Use. •  Ad Choices  | Advertise on NBA.com | NBA.com Help | Fan Relations FAQ | Career Opportunities

Turner

NBA.com is  part of Turner Sports  Digital, part of the Turner Sports  & Entertainment Digital Network.

 

http://www.nba.com/about/game.html
http://www.nba.com/email_us
http://www.nba.com/careers
http://www.nba.com/news/closed_captioning.html
http://tsed.turner.com/nba
http://www.nba.com/news/important-dates/index.html
http://www.wnba.com/
http://www.nba.com/dleague
http://www.nba.com/enebea
http://www.nbatickets.com/
http://www.nbpa.org/
http://www.ihoops.com/
http://www.nba.com/nbacity
http://www.nba.com/nycstore
http://www.nba.com/playoffs
http://www.nba.com/draft
http://www.nba.com/allstar
http://www.nba.com/halloffame
http://www.nba.com/summerleague
http://www.nba.com/official
http://www.nba.com/history
http://www.nba.com/nba101
http://www.nba.com/news/officiating
http://www.nba.com/videorulebook
http://hoopedia.nba.com/index.php/Main_Page
http://www.nba.com/news/transactions/nba.guide/index.html
http://www.nba.com/news/transactions/nba.register/index.html
http://www.nba.com/nbanation
http://www.nba.com/jamsession
http://www.nba.com/nba_cares
http://www.nba.com/green
http://www.nba.com/nbafit
http://www.nba.com/bwb
http://www.nba.com/allstarvendordiversity
http://www.nbahooptroop.com/
http://www.nba.com/allaccess
http://www.nba.com/leaguepass
http://www.nba.com/fantasy
http://www.nba.com/allaccess/shop.html
http://www.nba.com/hoop/hoop_archives_2009_08_28.html
http://www.nba.com/adchoices/
http://www.nba.com/news/privacy_policy.html
http://www.nba.com/news/privacy_policy.html#priv11
http://www.nba.com/news/termsofuse.html
http://tsed.turner.com/nba
http://www.nba.com/help/site_faq.html
http://www.nba.com/help/fan_relations_faq.html
http://www.nba.com/careers/
http://www.nba.com/

