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May 3, 2013; Atlanta, GA, USA; Indiana Pacers power forward David West
(21) celebrates after beating the Atlanta Hawks in game six of the first round

of the 2013 NBA Playoffs at Philips Arena. The Pacers won 81-73. Mandatory
Credit: Daniel Shirey-USA TODAY Sports
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ATLANTA — The hex. The curse. The jinx.

The mental obstacle.

Whatever you like to call it, it’s finally over for
the Indiana Pacers.

And it couldn’t have come at a better time.

After 13 failed trips to Atlanta over nearly a

seven-year span, the Pacers walked off the court at Philips

Arena with their heads held high after they eliminated the

Hawks 81-73 to win their best-of-seven series 4-2 on

Friday.

“It’s good to get over the mental hump,” Pacers center Roy
Hibbert said. “I’ve been here since 2008, so it’s good to

get the win.”

The Pacers are headed to the second round of the playoffs

for the second consecutive season. They open their best-

of-seven series against the New York Knicks on Sunday at Madison Square Garden. The Knicks eliminated

the Boston Celtics on Friday.

“They’re a great team, they played better than any team in the NBA over the last month or so,” Pacers coach

Frank Vogel said of the Knicks. “It’s going to be a tough matchup, to go into their building and get a road win,

which we’ll have to do to win that series. We feel good about our matchup against anyone.”

The Pacers feel a lot better now that they got their first road victory since beating the Los Angeles Clippers on

April 1.

The Pacers could have easily went with the mindset that Friday’s game wasn’t a big deal because Game 7

would be played at Bankers Life Fieldhouse on Sunday.

That would have been a cowardly approach.
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The Pacers embraced the challenge because they know they must win at New York at some point in the next

series.

Why not start gaining momentum now?

“This was huge for our confidence,” Pacers swingman Paul George said. “We’re going to have to win on the

road. We’re going to have to play well on the road because (Atlanta) spreads the floor the same way New

York spreads the floor.”

The urgency to close out the series was there for the Pacers.

They led by as many as 19 points in the third quarter, causing the young players on the bench to get a little too

excited.

“We had to tell the guys to calm down, the game is not over yet,” Hibbert said.

The Hawks quit thinking about summer vacation momentarily, causing some uneasiness for the Pacers by

getting to within three points with less than 3 minutes left in the game.

Was this November 2012 all over again, when the Pacers blew a 14-point lead in the fourth quarter to the
Hawks?

No.

“They were going to make a run at any time,” Pacers point guard George Hill said. “You just didn’t know

when it was going to happen. We knew we had to fight through it.”

The Pacers made you forget about how poorly they played defensively during the first four games of the series
by locking in and looking like the league’s best defensive team in the final two.

The Pacers held the Hawks to 33 percent shooting in Games 5 and 6. Vogel and his assistants deserve a lot of

credit for making the proper defensive adjustments to counter Hawks coach Larry Drew’s move to the big
lineup.

There was a situation in the second half in which George, David West and Ian Mahinmi all dove to the ground

for a loose ball. The Hawks came away with it, but Jeff Pendergraph didn’t let Ivan Johnson get off a shot,
leading to a 24-second shot clock violation.

Jeff Teague, Devin Harris and Josh Smith combined to shoot 13-of-42 (31.0 percent) Friday.

“I’m very proud of our defensive effort the last two games,” Vogel said. “We made some adjustments to the

things that were causing us problems earlier in the series. For the most part, we played with great energy, and
when you play that way and match up well and come out with the mentality that you have to win every single

possession, then you see what you saw the last two games.”

Call Star reporter Mike Wells at (317) 444-6053 or email mike.wells@indystar.com.
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