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BY CHRIS VIVLAMORE - THE ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

The Hawks will be major players when NBA free agency opens for business this summer. A roster loaded with

unrestricted free agents will go through another transformation. With the accompanying salary-cap flexibility

the Hawks can pursue one or more of the big names who will be available July 1.

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution spoke with several players a day after last week’s playoff-series loss abruptly

ended their season. Here is their take on what the summer has in store for the organization.

Devin Harris: There are a lot of unknowns right now. I enjoyed it. I could see myself coming back, but you

never know what happens in free agency. … Obviously, they made a lot of changes within the organization in

the last year. I have a great relationship with (general manager) Danny (Ferry). (Coach) Larry (Drew) and I

work well together and hopefully he’s back. This is a team that has been in the playoffs year in and year out.

They have a lot of room to move forward and are building something special.

Al Horford: It’s intriguing just kind of seeing what is going to happen with everything that is going on here. I’m

on board with Danny and the plans that he has for us here moving forward. He has a better plan than I

certainly do. I’m just going to wait and see. My job is to really get better as a player, get healthy first of all, and

keep working on my game and get better. I just know there are going to be things happening. We have a lot of

free agents.

Dahntay Jones: I enjoyed my time here. Who knows what the future holds. I’ve been unrestricted before. It’s

just part of the business that goes on and hopefully I’ll be back in a Hawks uniform.

Kyle Korver: I really enjoyed my year here in Atlanta. I enjoyed the team. I enjoyed the organization. I believe

Danny Ferry is going to do some great things here. I really think he is. I think it’s a great opportunity to bring

in guys who are going to play fun basketball. I know the vision that he has, the kind of basketball that he likes

to watch. I think he is going to bring in those types of guys. I like the same basketball that he likes. I’m very

open to coming back here.
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Zaza Pachulia: How can I not want to (be back)? I call Atlanta home. You guys know my relationship between

me and the fans. I would love to be back, but this is my third time being a free agent. We all understand this is

a business. We’ll see when July comes, and we’ll see what offers I get. I hope Atlanta will be one of them.

Anthony Tolliver: I think from the top, with Danny running the show, they are in good hands. He is a great

and guy, a great leader. I think he is going to bring a lot of confidence to this city and this team. It’s a big

summer for the Atlanta Hawks, and there are a lot of free agents on this team. It will be interesting to see what

direction they want to go and see who comes back, who doesn’t come back and who they bring in. At the end

of the day, whatever they end up doing will be the best for the long term of Atlanta.

Lou Williams: I think it’s a great organization. I really enjoyed the work atmosphere that they created here.

Me coming from a situation where I was with the same organization for seven years and coming out of the

bird’s nest for the first time in going to a new team, I was extremely pleased with being here. The working

environment is very easy, very friendly. Guys come to work every day. From the business side of it, they don’t

really complicate things. They just want guys to be professional, work hard. You have to respect that.

TOP UNRESTRICTED FREE AGENTS

A list of the top players scheduled to become unrestricted free agents July 1. The market of players will change

as those with early termination and player options choose free agency. Other players will be available if their

team option is not picked up. The players are ranked in order by Hawks beat writer Chris Vivlamore.

Point guard

1. Chris Paul

2. Jose Calderon

3. Jarrett Jack

4. Devin Harris

5. Nate Robinson

Shooting guard

1. Kevin Martin

2. Tony Allen

3. Manu Ginobili

4. Kyle Korver

5. Marco Belinelli

Small forward

1 .Josh Smith
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2. Corey Brewer

3. Martell Webster

4. Earl Clark

5. Al-Farouq Aminu

Power forward

1. David West

2. Paul Milsap

3. Andray Blatch

4. Jason Maxiell

5. Elton Brand

Center

1. Dwight Howard

2. Al Jefferson

3. J.J. Hickson

4. Samuel Dalembert

5. Andrew Bynum
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