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ATLANTA – The Atlanta Hawks proved on Saturday night they're not willing to give up on their season without putting up a fight.

The Hawks entered game three of their first round series versus the Indiana Pacers down 2-0 and seemingly in serious trouble

embarrassing blowouts on the road in Game 1 and 2. 

In the series' first two games, the Hawks were plagued by their inability to rebound effectively against the physically larger Pacers. The Hawks also had 

no answer for Indiana's All-Star forward Paul George and point guard George Hill, who both entered the contest averaging more than 20 points per game 

in the series. 

BOX SCORE: Hawks 90, Pacers 69 (http://www.usatoday.com/sports/nba/game/boxscore/l.nba.com-2012-e.18249/)

SCHEDULE: Full first-round breakdown (http://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nba/playoffs/2013/04/18/postseason-first

schedule/2092613/)

But in Game 3, it was a completely different story as the Hawks rolled to a 90-69 victory.

Indiana now leads the series 2-1. 

Atlanta's frontcourt tandem of Al Horford and Josh Smith combined to score 40 points on 18 of 33 shooting from the field, while also helping the

close the rebuilding gap significantly from the series' first two contests. 

The Hawks also limited the potent combo of George and Hill to just 19 points on 5 of 19 shooting from the floor, while forcing a total of 22

the frustrated Pacers who were unable to find a consistent rhythm throughout the game. 

The Pacers have now dropped 12 consecutive games at Philips Arena and in the process failed to take a commanding lead in the series,

Hawks new life, headed into Game 4 on Monday night. 

Hawks coach Larry Drew inserted seldom used center Johan Petro into the starting lineup in an effort to provide more size, sliding Horford to power 

forward and Smith to small forward, and the results were immediate as Atlanta roared out to a 27-14 lead after the first quarter.

FTW: Get your fill on NBA buzz (http://ftw.usatoday.com/category/nba/)
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The game never became much closer from that point as the Hawks continued their dominance by opening up a 54-30 lead at the half behind a

24 points from Horford and Smith.

"This team did something they've done all year long and that's respond after two losses in Indiana," Drew said in his postgame press conference. "We 

have some guys I thought played tremendously and one of them was Josh Smith. I thought his effort on Paul George really set the tone for the game."

The Pacers shot a woeful 27 percent from the floor as team, connecting on 22 of 81 shot attempts. They also committing 22 turnovers. 

"Our defense was the thing that really got us going," Drew said. "You could see it early with the energy. We were really helping one another and I thought 

we did a really good job on the glass, which in our first two games against this Indiana club they really pounded us on the

Veteran forward David West led the Pacers with 18 points, while Horford led all scorers with 26 points and also grabbed a

"One thing you can't do in a situation like this is look too far ahead," Drew said. "The most important game for us was tonight and

focus on this game. We're not going to think about how many games we need to catch Indiana or to win the series, that's not important.

important game tonight was tonight's game."

Game 4 of the series is set for Monday night. ()

Lang Green writes for HoopsWorld. ()

PHOTOS: Hawks-Pacers series
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