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Chasing a Record but Taking a Low-Key 
Approach
By MIKE TIERNEY

ATLANTA — A little more than an hour before tipoff last Monday, the Atlanta Hawks’ Kyle 

Korver bounded up a fight of stairs at Philips Arena, two steps at a time, to a fitness room for 

a quick lifting session. Then, as his teammates relaxed in the locker room after having 

completed their warm-ups, he went to the court, where Team Korver awaited for one of the 

most precise, structured pregame routines in the sport. 

For 11 minutes, Korver darted at nearly game speed to assorted locations on the floor, 

carefully mapped out based on where an opponent would most likely yield shots. With white 

socks pulled up almost to his knees and his right foot bent inward on release so that it was 

nearly perpendicular to the left, Korver took brisk passes from one assistant coach while 

another occasionally defended, then he let fly, almost always from beyond the 3-point arc. 

Two other members of his group retrieved each ball, usually after it slid through the net, 

ungrazed by the rim. 

After the final swish, Korver slapped hands with his practice entourage and, sweat 

glistening, signed autographs before sprinting to the team meeting for which he is 

sometimes late, igniting good-natured yelling from Coach Larry Drew. 

Later, with three and a half minutes elapsed against the Cleveland Cavaliers, Korver clutched 

a pass from Jeff Teague above the top of the key and made the first of his three 3-pointers on 

the night, extending his streak of games with a 3-pointer to 68, tying Reggie Miller for the 

fourth-longest streak in league history. He moved past Miller on Wednesday when he made 

six 3-pointers in a 95-82 loss to the Knicks. 

Korver’s run of 3s — now at 70 games — could not be more low key, largely by his own 

insistence. 

“I don’t really care,” he said while sitting with bags of ice on his knees after the Hawks’ 102-

94 victory against the Cavaliers. “The only thing I like about it is that it shows a level of 

consistency.” 
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By 3-point practitioners’ standards, Korver, 32, is hardly a high-volume shooter. This 

season, he has taken 402 attempts, the 14th most, and made 183, fourth most. His 45.5 

percent accuracy is second in the N.B.A. 

“When Kyle is in the building, he is within range,” said Teague, who added that the players 

maintained an unspoken awareness of Korver’s achievement. 

The Hawks’ season opener gave no indication of what was to follow. In foul trouble, Korver 

logged 15 minutes, missing both attempts from past the arc. 

In the next game, assisted by Teague, Korver struck early, the lone successful try amid four 

misses. Since then, there have been no zeros in the 3-point column of box scores, though he 

did miss six games because of back spasms, a sore big toe and the birth of his first child. 

There have been close calls. He made a single 3-pointer in 18 games during the streak. Drew 

broke his pledge not to call a play specifically for Korver when the Hawks set him up for a 3 

halfway through the fourth quarter against Orlando seven weeks ago. Last month, against 

Boston, Korver connected with 1 minute 31 seconds left. 

As a reflection of the streak’s insignificance to Korver, the Hawks’ television announcer Bob 

Rathbun could recall only one time Korver had forced a shot this season. 

“If my mind-set is on it, I’d go out and take bad ones,” said Korver, who grew up in 

California as a fan of the Showtime-era Los Angeles Lakers and their adherence to selective 

shot-taking. 

“I hate to miss shots,” he said. “If you are guarded, you pass it.” 

The Hawks are well suited to exploiting Korver’s skill. On offense, they favor a rapid tempo 

and spread the floor, allowing him to roam along the semicircle in search of uncluttered 

space. The post players Al Horford and Josh Smith have mastered the kick-out pass, even 

when double-teamed. And Drew has put no restraints on Korver. 

“He’s really given me a green light here,” Korver said. “As a shooter, that’s a big thing.” 

Korver’s mental checklist of shooting mechanics has evolved with experience. In practice, he 

might slow down slightly to take inventory on, say, whether his right elbow is perfectly 

straight. A misfire can prove beneficial, revealing a facet of his game that needs correcting. 
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“I’m a better shooter now,” Korver said, who is on pace for the second-best success rate on 3s 

in his 10-year career. (His 53.6 percent in 2009-10 would be the league record, but he took 

too few attempts to meet the minimum.) “I know it inside-out.” 

Korver said any pressure he might have felt dissipated when he broke the Hawks’ record of 

consecutive games with a 3-pointer, 42. Broaching the topic then was unsettling, given 

athletes’ belief in jinxes. Even now, the less is said, the better. 

Korver said that he did not even keep track of his streak, nor the number of games in the 

streaks of the players ahead of him in the record book: 78 (Dennis Scott), 79 (Michael 

Adams) and 89 (Dana Barros). 

“If it ends the next game, I won’t worry about it,” said Korver, who acknowledged he felt 

uncomfortable on the single instance when Drew called a play for his benefit. 

Korver was presented a hypothetical situation: late in a game whose outcome is certain, he is 

on the bench, absent any 3s, when Drew offers to reinsert him. 

“I wouldn’t go back in,” he said. “I am not going to sacrifice team play.” 
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