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NBA Playoffs: Pacers routed early in 90-69 loss to Hawks in Game 3
Written by Mike Wells indystar.com

ATLANTA — Was it that the Atlanta Hawks were going to throw the “kitchen sink” at the Indiana Pacers Saturday
night?

Was it the 11-game losing streak that the Pacers tried to brush off as not being a big deal?

Was it the sloppiness with the ball?

It was actually a little of all three to go with a heavy dose of ugly shooting from the Pacers.

Remember those two impressive victories the Pacers picked up to open the series?

They don’t mean as much now because the Pacers didn’t look like that same team in Game 3 against the Hawks.

The Pacers continued their losing ways in Atlanta when they had their worst offensive performance of the season in
their 90-69 loss at Philips Arena on Saturday.

The Pacers still lead the best-of-seven series 2-1. Game 4 is Monday in Atlanta.

“We weren’t surprised,” Pacers swingman Paul George said. “We anticipated them coming out trying to pressure up
and take us out of our comfort level and try to disrupt stuff. We should have been ready for that. We really preached
that in practice.

“It was just one of them nights. We made 22 baskets. We struggled at times offensively, but we usually do a lot
better than that”

The 22 field goals were a season low for the Pacers, as was their 27 percent shooting and 69 points.

“Some of it is concentration, not finishing, not concentrating from start to finish,” Pacers power forward David West
said. “They revved up the pressure, we just didn’t handle it.”

The days of bad offense were supposed to be behind the Pacers.

They averaged 110 points in the first two games of the series and seemed to have figured out the Hawks’ aggressive
defensive approach.

But different venue, different results.

George wasn’t unstoppable. It was like George Hill and Lance Stephenson weren’t on the court. Roy Hibbert, well,
he was the Roy Hibbert fans have grown accustomed to seeing play in Atlanta.

George, Hibbert and West were the only Pacers to make more than one field goal through the first three quarters.

The Pacers starting five combined to go 16-of-48 from the field.

West led the Pacers with 18 points and George had 16 points on 4-of-11 shooting.

That won’t get it done against the league’s worst teams, so you know that won’t get it done on the road against a
desperate Atlanta team.

“I just tried to keep a body on him,” said Hawks forward Josh Smith, who defended George most of the game.
“Knowing and understanding he is the focal point on the perimeter as far what they do offensively. I tried to be
elusive and basically keep a body on him. That was the game plan for me.”
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When the Pacers weren’t missing shots, they were turning the ball over.

The Hawks played with more aggression, but the Pacers were mentally soft with ball.

Gerald Green not looking for the pass up court from George. Jeff Pendergraph turning the ball over on the inbounds
pass. West having the ball go through his legs on a pass from Tyler Hansbrough underneath the basket.

Sloppy. Careless. Poor.

Take your choice in describing the Pacers with the ball.

The Pacers committed 22 turnovers, which led to 24 points for Atlanta.

“We were just being casual with the ball,” Hill said. “We didn’t make each possession meaningful. That just shows
us every possessions counts.”

The Pacers weren’t a frazzled group in the locker room after the game. They knew the Hawks were going to give
them their best punch to get back in the series.

Now it’s up to the Pacers to respond on Monday.

“It’s one game in the series,” West said. “We just have to regroup and watch the mistakes on film and do whatever
we have to do to get Game 4.”

STATS: Hawks 90, Pacers 69

MOBILE LINK TO GALLERY: NBA Playoffs 2013: Hawks 90, Pacers 69

Call Star reporter Mike Wells at (317) 444-6053.
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