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Drew still stewing over Hawks' Game 1 loss

Josh Smith (15 points, eight boards) and the Hawks were badly outrebounded (48-32) by the 

Pacers in Sunday's Game 1. (Brian Spurlock-USA TODAY Sports)
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ATLANTA — Hawks coach Larry Drew is a generally dispassionate man. He seems to operate by 

the philosophy of, "Let the cooler heads prevail." 

 

On Monday, a day after his team's 107-90 road loss to the Pacers in Game 1 of their playoff series, 

Drew did not mince words in addressing the Hawks' performance. 
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Words like "mind-boggling" or "physically manhandled" came out of his mouth. With two days off 

before Game 2 on Wednesday, the Hawks elected to return home for practice on Monday and 

Tuesday. But it won't mean much 

unless Atlanta steps up its physical 

play against Indiana, the East's 3-

seed. 

 

Further complicating the Hawks' 

efforts: Josh Smith did not practice 

on Monday because of what Drew 

called a "slightly sprained" ankle. 

Drew said Smith was "day-to-day" 

but seemed hopeful his star would 

be ready for Game 2. 

 

Drew, who is in the final year of his 

contract, was at a loss to explain 

how his team did not match Indiana's 

physical style in the series opener. 

This is Atlanta's sixth straight playoff 

appearance. Atlanta's core players should have a prior understanding of postseason intensity. 

 

"I’m riding back on the plane (Sunday) night and looking at (game film),” Drew said. "Actually, I 

couldn’t believe my eyes, to be perfectly honest. ... That team clearly physically manhandled us and 

this is playoff basketball and that cannot happen. That absolutely cannot happen. ... They 

manhandled us and we have to be better in that area come Game 2."  

 

Drew said effort had nothing to do with strategy. He emphasized over and over that he was not 

talking about playing dirty. He said it had to do with blocking out, getting to loose balls, screening 

harder, cutting harder and being more physical on defense.  

 

The Pacers outrebounded the Hawks, 48-32. Paul George recorded a game-high 11 boards, with 

David West adding eight. It was not as if Indiana exploited its height advantage: 7-foot-2 center Roy 

Hibbert had no rebounds at halftime and finished with eight, matching Josh Smith's production for the 

Hawks. 

 

Al Horford did not agree with all of his coach's analysis. "I thought they were more physical, but I 

wouldn’t go as far as saying (mind-boggling)," he said of Drew's assessment. However, Horford 

would concede one Drew point. 

 

"Fifty/50 balls were more glaring because they seemed to get all of them," Horford said. "I know I've 

learned a lot. We have to do a better job boxing out. Even if it’s one missed block I missed, that’s one 

too many, especially in the playoffs."  

 

Drew made his points to the team while reviewing videotape on Monday. He made the additional 

point to play a clip of what Hall of Fame player and now broadcaster Reggie Miller had to say during 

Game 1 of Bucks-Heat. 

 

"You're going to come up with schemes and the way you're going to be defending things," Drew said. 

"You’re going to come up with all of that. The last thing you think you have to come up with is any 

type of motivation to guys to compete and play at a high level… (Miller) was talking about playing for 

48 minutes, where you have to play high-energy, high-

intensity. You have to be amped up for 48 minutes and I let 

my guys hear that (Monday). I say that all that time, but I 

wanted them to hear it from someone else. 

 

"That is the mindset you have to come into the playoffs 

with. You can’t play with the same energy that you play in 

the regular season. Playoff time means being amped up, 

playing high energized and being able to sustain that for 48 

minutes and that's where we have to get to and they were 

in total agreement. They listened to it and they were in just 

total, total agreement and after we watched film, they could 

clearly see, 'Hey, we weren’t amped up.' We played like we 

played during the regular season and you can’t do that 

during playoff basketball."  

 

If Miller's words helped the message get through, Horford might not have been enamored of Drew's 

Sounding Off: Hawks' playoff prospects 

Horford proud, nervous for brother's 

title shot

GAME SCHEDULE

 

 
HOME           AWAY           NEXT UP         

4 / 21 
Loss 90- 107 

 

4 / 24 
7:30 pm ET 

 

4 / 27
7:00 pm

HAWKS VIDEO

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IF SPORTS

Page 2 of 4Drew still stewing over Hawks' Game 1 loss

4/23/2013http://www.foxsportssouth.com/pages/print_landing?plfmxtax=nba/atlanta-hawks/story/Dr...



WE RECOMMEND

Eubanks: Allegations cast pall over 

Auburn (FoxSports.com) 

•

James misses practice for personal 

matter (FoxSports.com) 

•

Jerrett's decision to leave UA a puzzling 

one (FoxSports.com) 

•

Brittney Griner reveals she is a lesbian 

(FoxSports.com) 

•

Manziel a new man, thanks to Drake? 

(FoxSports.com) 

•

Saban not pleased with turnover-filled A-

Day (FoxSports.com) 

•

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Best Looking Female Athletes in Bikinis 

(Rant Sports) 

•

The Biggest Draft Bust in the History of 

Each NFL Franchise (Bleacher Report) 

•

High School Relay Turns Into Free for All 

Brawl (Muscle and Fitness) 

•

Ex-Atlanta Braves Wife-Beater Andruw 

Jones Sells $5 Million 9-Bedroom 

Mansion [Photos] (Bossip) 

•

10 Beers That Will Drive Your Taste 

Buds Crazy And Won't Break Your Bank 

(ThePost Game) 

•

The Tee Ball Drill That Powers LSU 

Baseball (STACK) 

•

decision to play them for the Hawks. Horford (14 points, six rebounds) played only 28 minutes, sitting 

on the bench for a while during the second half. 

 

"We know what we have to do,” Horford said in response to a question about the effect Miller's 

comments had on the team. "We know what we have to do. We have to come out here and establish 

ourselves and play with a sense of urgency. That's all that needs to be said."  

 

In a series against a big, physical team like Indiana, the Hawks are at a particular disadvantage from a 

personnel standpoint. In years past, center Zaza Pachulia has proved his mettle in the playoffs with 

physical play while standing up against some of the league’s most intimidating players. Notably, he 

went toe-to-toe with Boston’s Kevin Garnett back in 2008 when the Hawks were the No. 8 seed and the 

Celtics eventually won the NBA championship but the Hawks pushed their foe to seven games. 

 

However, Pachulia had season-ending surgery on his Achilles tendon and is not available for the 

series. Drew said he received a text from Pachulia while he was at the team hotel over the weekend. 

 

"He texted me, wished me luck and I just said, 'Hey, big fella, this is one of them series where I’m really 

going to miss you,'" Drew said. "Because he’s been a guy, when we talk about physical play, that’s who 

he is and that’s what he brings, so, yeah, it’s my job to remind these guys who we have to be and the 

team we’re playing against, knowing that’s who they are. That’s their makeup. We have to get in the 

frame of mind of playing more of a physical style of game."  

 

Last week, Drew didn't think the contract statuses of the coach or his players — many of whom are 

approaching free agency — would have any effect on how the team performed in the playoffs.  

 

One of the players, DeShawn Stevenson, hinted that could be a distraction but said it was no excuse 

for not playing the way the Hawks need to. 

 

"It’s something you’ve got to have," he said. "I don’t know if guys are thinking about different things but 

when you step on that court, especially on their court, you’ve got to play hard. You’ve got to play solid."  

 

Wednesday will indicate if that message has gotten through. 

 

Tags: nba, Atlanta Hawks, Roy Hibbert, Indiana Pacers, Josh Smith, Al Horford, paul george, 

DeShawn Stevenson

Like 0
  comment(0)  email  print  Facebook   rss

Recommended by

Add your comments below

You need to log in to post comments.

Username: password:

login  

Create an account

Page 3 of 4Drew still stewing over Hawks' Game 1 loss

4/23/2013http://www.foxsportssouth.com/pages/print_landing?plfmxtax=nba/atlanta-hawks/story/Dr...



MSN Privacy Legal Advertise RSS About our ads ©2012 Microsoft

FOX Sports Arizona 

FOX Sports Carolinas 

FOX Sports Detroit 

FOX Sports Florida 

FOX Sports Kansas City 

FOX Sports Midwest 

FOX Sports North 

FOX Sports Ohio 

FOX Sports San Diego 

FOX Sports South 

FOX Sports Southwest 

FOX Sports Tennessee 

FOX Sports West 

FOX Sports Wisconsin 

NESN Boston 

Hawks 

Braves 

Falcons 

Dream 

ACC 

SEC 

C-USA 

FS South Girls 

Contact Us 

Video 

Advertise With Us 

FOXSports.com 

Scout 

Yardbarker 

Hawks 

Braves 

Falcons 

Alabama 

Auburn 

Georgia 

Georgia Tech 

Kentucky 

LSU 

FOXSports.com > Contact Us | Press | Jobs | Join Our Opinion Panel | Subscribe 

Other FOX Sites > FOX.com | FOX News | News Corp. | FOX Sports Supports 

Statistical Information provided by: STATS LLC 

© 2013 FOX Sports Interactive Media, LLC. All rights reserved. 

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

Page 4 of 4Drew still stewing over Hawks' Game 1 loss

4/23/2013http://www.foxsportssouth.com/pages/print_landing?plfmxtax=nba/atlanta-hawks/story/Dr...


