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Michigan basketball returns to Crisler Center: The Wolverines come back to Michigan after clinching a berth in the 

NCAA Final Four. Here are the highlights. By Shawn Windsor / DFP 
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Mar 31, 2013; Arlington, TX, USA; Tito Horford congratulates his son Michigan Wolverines forward Jon Horford (right) 

after defeating the Florida Gators 79-59 in the South regional final of the 2013 NCAA Tournament at Cowboys 

Stadium. / Matthew Emmons | USA TODAY Sports 
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ARLINGTON, TEXAS — The conversations passed back and forth a couple times. 

Michigan center Jon Horford's older brother lives in Atlanta, site of the Final Four. 

That Al Horford is a rich NBA player for the Atlanta Hawks only intensifies the stakes. 

On Sunday, Al Horford saw Jon's team knock out his alma mater, Florida, from the 

NCAA tournament. Al texted his younger brother congratulations soon after the game. 



That was Al letting Jon know their conversations are now reality. 

"Obviously, we knew Atlanta was the Final Four destination, and he's mentioned it and 

said if you guys make it, I'll bring the whole family down and we'll do the whole thing," 

Jon said in the Cowboys Stadium locker room Sunday after U-M's 79-59 Elite Eight win. 

"It's just awesome." 

Al can offer a bit of advice to his younger brother about Georgia Dome success. He and 

his Florida teammates won their second straight national title there in 2007. 

For this Michigan team, the Final Four was only part of the goal. Beginning in late June 

last year, the Wolverines' mission was to win the NCAA title. 

"We say it every day ... national champions every day," Jon Horford said. "Obviously, 

you have to get to the Final Four first. 

"Everyone saw the bigger picture, and winning the Big Ten championship is great, and 

it's something we want to accomplish. But the biggest thing you can do in college 

basketball is winning the national championship," Horford said. "This is the main goal in 

the back of our minds. I hope everyone stays focused." 

Brandon expects fan support: U-M athletic director Dave Brandon said Monday he 

expects plenty of support in Atlanta, where the Wolverines face Syracuse in a semifinal 

Saturday. 

"When it's all said and done, we're going to have a lot of maize and blue in Atlanta," 

Brandon told WWJ-AM (950). 

Brandon also doled out plenty of praise for the team and coach John Beilein, who has 

rebuilt the program and gotten Michigan to its first Final Four since 1993. 

"I'm just so pleased and proud of our coaches and our kids," Brandon said. "This was a 

big year for Michigan basketball. ... This run that our men's program is on is just very 

special." Syracuse coach Jim Boeheimtold ESPN that Michigan has gone from good to 

great, and the inspired play from big man Mitch McGary in the tournament will be tough 

to contend with. 
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"The biggest challenge with Michigan: They were a top-10 team all year, and their 

freshman center was just learning," said Boeheim, 3-0 in the NCAA semifinals. "Now 

he's there and at an unbelievable level. So that's a big difference with their team. 

"They have, arguably, the best point guard in the country in Trey Burke, and then for 

their center to be playing on this level makes them very, very difficult because they've 

gone from a top-10 team to a top-four team in the last two or three weeks -- and a very 

difficult offensive team to play against." 

Big Orange: Beilein provided a little history lesson during an interview with syndicated 

radio host Jim Rome. 

As the Wolverines prepare for Syracuse's stifling 2-3 zone, Beilein said one of the big 

challenges will be to simulate the Orange's physically imposing players this week in 

practice. 

"We have a scout team that's four seniors and a sophomore," Beilein told Rome. 

"They're really good. They understand everything. But they won't show you that length. 

Michael Carter-Williams is a 6-6 point guard. They're 6-6, 6-4 and then 6-9 and 6-8. I 

mean, we can't simulate that. 

"I feel like putting some type of -- we have these paddles, but tape them to our guys' 

arms so they're about 6 or 8 inches longer and just keep holding them up. Shooting over 

those long hands (is difficult). 

"I remember playing at West Virginia, (Syracuse was) playing that year (2003) with (6-8) 

Carmelo (Anthony) and (6-9) Hakim (Warrick). They won the championship. They were 

unranked. Feb. 5, they were unranked. Came into our place at West Virginia. We got 

ahead of them big, like 18-4. Second half was even. Hakim Warrick came out and 

blocked a shot into the stands. Our team never wanted to try another three-point shot 

again. Like I said, their length will take you right out." 

ALL-AMERICA: Burke was named a first-team AP All-America, U-M's first since Chris 

Webber in 1993. Burke was joined on the first team by Otto Porter Jr. of Georgetown, 

Doug McDermott of Creighton, Victor Oladipo of Indiana and Kelly Olynyk of Gonzaga. 



Detroit Mercy guard Ray McCallum received honorable mention. Burke also was named 

to the Wooden Award All-America team. 
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