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The Hawks host the lottery-bound Raptors tonight in their final regular-season game. 

He warned – and the Raptors have given him reason – not to take the opponent lightly. 

The Raptors have won three straight games, including wins over the Bulls and Nets. The victory 

over the Bulls knocked them behind the Hawks for the fifth seed in the Eastern Conference. The 

win over the Nets prevented them from moving up to the third seed. “They have been playing 

well,” Drew said. “They are a team who, obviously, is not in the postseason but they have no quit 

in them. They are still competing at a very high level. They have some guys who have been 

playing very well. They have some guys who have been injured yet they are coming out every 

night and playing at a high level. 

“I know the last time we played them it took a big second half to come out with a win. We are 

going to have to be really good at the start. We are going to have to do a good job on Rudy Gay, 

who is a prolific scorer, and (DeMar) DeRozan, who has really blossomed into a very fine 

perimeter player. They are a team that you really have to pay particular attention to because if 

you don’t they will sneak up on you. They are a team that has a lot of offensive weapons.” 

The Raptors (32-48) have lost three straight to the Hawks, including both games this season, and 

five in a row at Philips Arena. 

The Hawks (44-36) are still fighting for playoff position. They are a half-game ahead of the 

Bulls for the fifth spot. If they defeat the Raptors and win at the Knicks Wednesday, they will 

clinch the spot. A loss would move them back into a tie with the Bulls, who own the tiebreaker. 

That means in order to finish fifth, and open with the Nets, the Hawks would have to defeat the 

Knicks and have the Bulls lose at home to the Wizards. Any other combination, Bulls win and 

Hawks lose or both teams lose, would result in the Hawks with finish sixth and open with the 

Pacers. 

 


