
  

 

Posted: 1:47 p.m. Monday, April 29, 2013 

Game thread - Collins, Petro, Vogel's bold 

statement and more Smith in the post  

By Chris Vivlamore 

Here is an early report from Hawks practice prior to Game 4 of tonight’s playoff series against 

the Pacers. 

* The Hawks had concluded shootaround and interviews Monday prior to the news that Jason 

Collins became the first active player in a major U.S. professional team sport to publicly disclose 

his homosexuality. 

I will get reaction from coaches and players about the former Hawk, who played the past three 

seasons in Atlanta. 

The team issued the following statements from Managing Partern Bruce Levenson and General 

Manager Danny Ferry: 

"We have great respect for Jason and his message today. Creating an environment where we 

support, respect, and accept our players' individual rights is very important to us," Levenson said. 

"Jason represented everything that we look for as a member of the Atlanta Hawks and we are 

proud he wore our jersey." 

"Our focus will always be on bringing in players that can contribute to the greater good of the 

Atlanta Hawks and ensuring that we create the most accepting, respectful, and productive 

environment for players to succeed," Ferry said. 

Zaza Pachulia, a current Hawk and former teammate of Collins, said “Jason was a complete 

professional as a teammate. He made our team better and competed every single night.” 

* The Hawks did not have word on whether Johan Petro, who started Game 3, will be available 

tonight. The center was not at shootaround this morning and the team did not know if his 

expectant wife delivered their child. She was scheduled to be induced Sunday after Petro left the 

team to be with her in Miami. 



Coach Larry Drew said he was undecided as to a starting lineup if Petro does not return. 

“We came in this morning thinking he would be back,” Drew said. “We have to move forward as 

if he won’t be there. In doing that, we have looked at different scenarios. It will be a game-time 

decision as far as how I want to go.” 

* Pacers coach Frank Vogel said Sunday that he believes he is coaching the better team in the 

series. 

“I’m encouraged; we’re the better team,’’ Vogel told the Indianapolis Star. “When we play the 

way we’re supposed to play, we’ll win.’’ 

I asked Drew about the comment Monday. 

“I think every coach is going to feel they have the better team,” Drew said. “I’m not going to say 

whether I agree with it or disagree with it. I think when you talk about the playoffs, if you play 

the way you are capable of playing anything can happen, whether you are perceived as the better 

team or not. We don’t go into it thinking we are the better team because we respect and we 

understand that anybody can be beaten on any given night. I don’t care how good you are, you 

have to go out and prove it in between the lines. That’s our stand on that.” 

* Much credit, deservedly so, was given to Josh Smith about his defensive effort on Paul George 

in the Hawks’ Game 3 victory. However, Smith punished George every time he got the ball in 

the post. 

“We looked at some things that were successful,” Smith said. “Me being able to catch the ball 

down low was beneficial to the team. I would think that we would explore that option a little bit 

but also mix some more things up and not show them the same look every time.” 

Drew said he expects the Pacers to make an adjustment, perhaps sending another defender over 

to help George. Drew and Smith both said they will be ready for the help defense. 

“I never know what to expect,” Smith said. “I do, before the game, put myself through different 

scenarios of what may happen so I won’t be blindsided. You never know until it actually 

happens.” 

* Drew said he was encouraged by his team’s play in Sunday’s 90-69 victory. He is further 

encouraged that the Hawks are capable of a better effort. 

“I really don’t think our guys have played their best game,” Drew said. “Going back and looking 

at Game 3, we did some really good things. We did some things very, very well. I don’t think we 

have played our best basketball. That is a very encouraging sign given the way we’ve played our 

last game. It’s not always about how well you shoot it or how well you execute your offense. 

You hope the ball goes in the hole. We didn’t shoot it the best the last game yet we were able to 

do some things rather well offensively but I thought it was our defense that carried us.” 



* Drew said he expects the Pacers will go to the post more in Game 4 in an attempt to take 

advantage of their size. Although the Hawks had a big hand in the Pacers shooting 27 percent 

from the field in Game 3, he expects them to shoot as poorly. 

“You would expect them to shoot better,” Drew said. “We won’t go into this game thinking we 

will hold them to 27 percent shooting this game. No, we can’t do that. I thought our defense was 

good enough that we affected shots that we didn’t in Games 1 and 2. I thought we contested 

more. They had some shots that they flat-out missed. It was a combination of things.” 

* Details on Wednesday’s Game 5 should be released later tonight after the Thunder-Rockets 

game. The league is waiting to see if a Game 5 will be necessary in that series before setting the 

times and television schedule. 

* Return later for news on Petro and the starting lineup. 

 


