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The Hawks go for the season sweep against the Bucks tonight at Philips Arena. 

Once again, as in the three previous meetings, coach Larry Drew is concerned with the Bucks’ 

guards with Monta Ellis, Brandon Jennings and now J.J. Redick. 

“Their guards are really good,” Drew said Friday morning. “They have some guys who can put 

numbers on the board. 

“The other thing is their size and their length. They have some real long guys. You always have 

to be concerned on the offensive glass because they really pounded us. We give up a lot size-

wise, particularly if we get broken down off the dribble when those guards get in the interior of 

our defense we are susceptible to the offensive rebound. We have to control them on the 

perimeter. That is easier said than done because when guys have the ability to make 3-point shots 

and beat you off the dribble, it makes it tough. For the most part we’ve done a good job of that.” 

The Hawks have done a decent job against Ellis and Jennings in three games this season. The 

duo has combined for 25, 26 and 32 points. 

* Jennings (sore left Achilles) is listed as questionable for tonight’s game. Larry Sanders (sore 

lower back) is also listed as questionable. The center has combined for 46 points and 45 

rebounds in the three meetings with the Hawks. 

* Ersan Ilyasova (illness) and Ekpe Udoh (sprained right ankle) are listed as probable. 

* According to Drew, all the Hawks are healthy and available. 

* Drew was not prepared to announce his starting lineup Friday morning. He preferred to wait to 

see who the Bucks have available before deciding on matchups. Check back later. 

* I was looking through the standings this morning and trying to get any insight into the playoff 

picture. Still not really clear but we do know a few things. 

- The Hawks have avoided the Heat in the first round as they can’t finish eighth in the Eastern 

Conference. 

- If the Hawks defeat the Bucks and the Celtics lose to the Heat tonight, the Hawks cannot finish 

worse than sixth. 



- The next Hawks loss or Nets win means the Hawks cannot finish as high as fourth and host a 

first-round playoff series. 

- The Hawks are likely to finish fifth or sixth and get a matchup with the Nets or Pacers. The 

Bulls have a half-game lead over the Hawks and own the tiebreaker. They just need to win two 

of their remaining four games – against the Raptors, Heat, Magic or Wizards – to clinch the fifth 

spot. 

So it’s still looking like the Pacers will be the opponent in the first round but things can change 

down the stretch. Stay tuned. 

 


