
Game thread - What to do about free-throw 

disparity  

By Chris Vivlamore 

INDIANAPOLIS - It’s certainly plausible that the Hawks could come up on the short end of the 

free-throw statistics again tonight in Game 2 against the Pacers. So, I asked coach Larry Drew 

and some players about the adverse effects their reactions to perceived bad calls had in the Game 

1 outcome and if we could expect anything different tonight. 

As has been well documented, the Pacers went to the free-throw line 34 times in the opener and 

the Hawks went just 14 times. 

Here is what they said: 

Drew: “I have given that a lot of thought. We’ve been at this thing for seven, eight months. It is 

what it is. I don’t think we can dwell on what free-throw situations are. I think we just have to go 

out there and play basketball. I really do. As I told our guys, yeah that was a big difference in 

free throws the last game but we certainly positioned ourselves to where if we would have made 

some plays, we would have been in a better position that we were at the end. Still with six 

minutes to go we were down eight points. We’ve been in that position before where we have 

buckled down and come back. Where we have tightened up defensively and executed 

offensively. We’ve been in that position before. 

Drew: “It kills us. This isn’t the first time this has happened. We’ve been hammering that from 

Day One. As I told the players, the last thing they hear from our voice when they hit that floor it 

shouldn’t be play through the officiating. We are professionals. They are professionals. They 

know that when they go out and play whether they feel like a call has been missed, it happens to 

everybody. It happens to all the teams. We can’t be a team that is going to respond to calls and 

allow that to take us out of being who we are. More than anything we can’t let that take us out of 

our game. We have to be professionals. We have to play through it. Move on to the next call so 

we can focus on the task at hand. We can’t focus on what call we got or what call we didn’t get. 

That really trickles down and it affects everybody.” 

Horford: “Playoffs are emotional. I think that if you take that away from the game, it’s not 

natural. I feel like to everything there is reaction. We just need to be probably a little better at 

controlling those but there is still going to be a natural reaction. Everything means more. 

Everything is bigger. You can’t get too bent out of shape because you see that your guys care. I 

just think that we can’t let it affect our game.” 

 


