
Playoff picture - Do you prefer to play Nets 

or Pacers?  

By Chris Vivlamore 

We know a lot about the Eastern Conference playoff picture – just not everything concerning the 

Hawks. 

This is what we know: 

- The Hawks will start on the road as the fifth or sixth seed against either the Nets or Pacers. 

- The Heat (1) and Bucks (8) are locked into position and will meet in the first round. 

- The Knicks (2) and Celtics (7) are locked into position and will meet in the first round. 

- The Pacers (3) are locked into their spot and will host a series. They hold a tiebreaker over the 

Nets by being a division winner. 

- The Nets (4) are locked into their spot and will host a series. 

- The Hawks (5) and Bulls (6) are the only teams that can change positions and first-round 

opponents based on what happens over the final two games. 

- The Hawks (44-36) hold a one-game lead over the Bulls (43-37), meaning if they win their two 

remaining games against the Raptors on Tuesday and Knicks on Wednesday, they secure the 

fifth spot and a matchup against the Nets. 

- If the Bulls lose tonight against the Magic or Wednesday against the Wizards, the Hawks only 

need to win one remaining game to finish fifth. 

- If the Hawks lose both remaining games, the Bulls need to win just once to get the fifth spot by 

virtue of holding the tiebreaker. The Bulls would meet the Nets and the Hawks would meet the 

Pacers. 

- If the Bulls win out and the Hawks lose out, the Bulls would get the fifth seed. 

- The Hawks have split the four-game season-series with both the Nets and Pacers this season. 

Against the Nets each team won once on the other’s home floor. Against the Pacers each team 

won both home games. 

This is what will be decided in the next three days. Who do you think the Hawks match up better 

against and why? 



 


