
Game thread - Here comes Carmelo  

By Chris Vivlamore 

Vivlamore, excused from jury duty for another day, reporting. 

Carmelo Anthony is in town with the Knicks fresh off a 50-point performance in a win over the 

Heat Tuesday. 

Anthony was 18 of 26 from the field in the win as the Heat played without LeBron James, 

Dwyane Wade and Mario Chalmers. Anthony had just two assists in his 41 minutes. 

It was Anthony, you will remember, who scored 42 points against the Hawks in a 106-104 win at 

Madison Square Garden in January. 

The Knicks also have the hot-handed J.R. Smith, coming off his Eastern Conference Player of 

the Week honor. 

“Carmelo is the head of the snake,” Hawks coach Larry Drew said. “J.R. Smith has really been 

playing well for them lately as well. (The Knicks have the) ability to spread the floor and they 

just keep 3-point shooters out of the floor. You have to pick your poison in how you defend 

certain things. 

“Carmelo is a one-man wrecking crew. We were watching film of him this morning. I can’t 

recall a guy who punishes you the way he does offensively. When you think of guys beating 

people up, you think of it more from the defensive side of it. He does it on offense, the way he 

gets his body into you. I just can’t recall someone who plays that way. He is a phenomenal 

player.” 

In that January game, the Knicks combined to make 16 of 27 3-point field goals. Anthony hit 9 

of 12. Defending the 3-pointer will be a point of emphasis, according to Drew. 

“We have to do a better job of defending the 3,” Drew said. “We didn’t do a good job, 

particularly going down the stretch. This team is loaded with 3-point shooters. They run a lot of 

pick-and-rolls. They put you in a lot of tough situations. You definitely have to be able to defend 

the 3. Also, you have to be able to defend off the dribble. With Carmelo, with J.R. Smith, those 

two guys are really good one-on-one ball players and they put you in a lot of tough situations.” 

* As I posted earlier, the Hawks will be without Devin Harris (foot) and John Jenkins 

(concussion). Drew did not reveal the starting lineup. Return later and I will update. 

 


