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By Chris Vivlamore 

INDIANAPOLIS - Game 1 is here. 

As I predicted, the Hawks will use their small lineup against the Pacers in the opening game of 

this first-round playoff series  - starting Jeff Teague, Devin Harris, Kyle Korver, Josh Smith and 

Al Horford. 

"I wanted to go with what we've been best with throughout the season," coach Larry Drew said. 

"We've been smaller, we've been quicker. We've been faster. It's certainly something we'll keep 

an eye on throughout the seriers against this team because they are so big. We are going to have 

to be us. We made that decision throughout the three days of preparation. We'll be prepared to 

make adjustments." 

Drew said in his pre-game media briefing that his last message to his team before they take the 

court today will be to have fun. 

"We've been a resilient team all year long," Drew said. "Given what our situations have been 

throughout the year, dealing with injuries. Here we are where a lot of people didn't predict we 

would be. Now that we are here, let's have some fun." 

Drew said he believes the rest he game players before the end of the regular season was 

beneficial both physically and mentally. 

It's cliche, but keeping the home crowd out of the game, especially early, will be a key. I asked 

Drew how do you do that in the playoff and what specifically will he be looking for to make sure 

the Hawks don't dig a deep hole early. 



"Just making sure, from an offensive standpoint, that we get good shots," Drew said. "We have 

to get good shots. We have to make them work. Defensively, we have to be good with our 

coverages. We have to try to limit them to one shot. If we do those things, chances are we are 

going to control the rhythm of the game. We have to be prepared for their runs. It's a game of 

runs. They are going to go on runs and hopefully we will as well. Our mindset won't be any 

different then how we approach playing on the road. ... We don't want to turn it into a jump 

shooting contest because I don't think we can do that in this building.  You can get out and run 

and use your speed and quickness and that's what we plan on doing." 

 


