
Doing my civic duty  

By Chris Vivlamore 

Well, the wheel of justice has landed on me. I will spend the week serving jury duty and will 

miss the home games against Cleveland, New York and Philadelphia. I will return for Saturday's 

game at San Antonio. 

At this time I'm not sure who will be filling in for me. 

In the meantime, while awaiting my assignment, I transcribed the press conference witih Zaza 

Pachulia about his season-ending Achilles surgery. Here is the Q&A. 

Enjoy and I will update my status. 

Q. What is your reaction to the decision to have surgery and end your season? 

A. Maybe you can see my confident face right now because this has been going on for a while, 

for a couple weeks now, and I’m kind of used to it. I’ve learned and know so much detail that I 

can be a good doctor after my career, especially after seeing so many doctors. Talking to team 

doctors, independent doctors, friends, former athletes who have dealt with the same injury, we all 

were trying to come up with the right decision. I think we think this is the right decision, the 

surgery, for my career, for myself. That way I will be able to come back as soon as possible 

strong and play the sport that I love. This is my life. To be back on the court as soon as possible 

this was the best way. 

Q. What will be done specifically with the surgery? 

A. It’s a partial tear. Obviously, I played until I couldn’t go anymore. It could be worse. I could 

have totally ruptured it and then you are talking about missing a whole year. I’m glad that didn’t 

happen. I will take this injury rather than a total rupture. 

Q. Is there a timetable for recovery? 

A. It normally takes six months. That is normal with taking your time and making sure 

everything is going in the right direction with the rehab. 

Q. How much did your contract status of becoming an unrestricted free agent weigh into your 

decision to try to avoid surgery? 

A. No. The only way we were trying to avoid the surgery was I was trying to come back and play 

playoff basketball. This is not the way I wanted to end this season. Actually, it’s a great year 

with six times the Hawks are in the playoffs. This is an opportunity for all the Hawks fan, the 

Hawks family, the players, coaching staff, front-office staff, the owners. It’s a great moment. I’m 

glad I was part of the team all these six years. It’s a great achievement. We did a lot of rehab and 



treatment and icings for a couple weeks hoping I could come back this season and be able to play 

at the end of the year or maybe the playoffs. Unfortunately, the injury didn’t react. There was no 

progress. That is why I had a couple MRIs. After waiting for three weeks, the decision was 

made. 

Q. You’ve been here for eight years. Have you considered that you might have played your last 

game as a Hawk? 

A. Not really. I haven’t thought about anything like that. I’m still part of this team, part of the 

Hawks family. I’m really looking forward to the playoffs. First of all, establish ourselves this 

season and then the playoffs because it’s so much fun. You guys remember 2008. That’s when 

everything started. Every playoff game is so important. I remember with Rick Sund said I was a 

playoff player. I love it. Whether I’m on the floor or on the bench, obviously, I will be 

supporting my team. I want to make sure everybody understands how important the playoffs are 

and try to go as far as possible because the success of this franchise and this organization means 

a lot because until June 30, I’m still a part of this team. That is crucial. That’s all my focus is on. 

I haven’t thought about free agency. I’ve been there a couple times now so I’m pretty experience. 

That is the future. We still have a lot of business to take care of. 

Q. In the end was this your decision? How much input did you have from Danny (Ferry)? 

A. Danny actually came with me on one of the trips to see one of the doctors in North Carolina. 

The Hawks are supporting me all the way. Danny has been there. Obviously, their opinion has 

meant a lot to me. It still does. I talked to my agent also. I think we are on the same page, 

everybody, that this is the best way. That’s how they feel. That’s how I feel. Right now, have the 

surgery and come back 100 percent in six months. Maybe sooner. You never know. 

Q. What has been the most frustrating part of the process the past six weeks? 

A. Waiting. It wasn’t easy. I wasn’t trying to bring this on my team. I was trying to keep it to 

myself. … It was tough to wait, talk to different people. In the beginning I wasn’t sure what to 

do. As time went on and there was no progress it became clear the only way we could fix it was 

with surgery. At least I know the game plan. In the beginning I didn’t know what the game plan 

was. There was still hope that I could come back. I was still hoping there would be progress and 

that way I could play playoff basketball. 

Q. Did you feel like you were letting the team down? 

A. Injuries are part of the game. We all understand that. This injury probably happened because I 

worked too hard. They all know that I was there for them. I’m still there for them. I’ve been with 

this team for eight years. They all know my personality. What can you do? I don’t want to call it 

that I let the team down. Of course, I wish I was there for them. They all understand. I feel their 

support. 

 


