
Game day: Is anybody picking the Hawks?  

By Jeff Schultz 

INDIANAPOLIS – Good morning. The Hawks open the playoffs with a 1 p.m. game against 

Indianapolis. If you believe they’re not going to last long in the postseason, you’re not alone. 

I took a trip around the Internet and found these predictions: 

-- ESPN: All 10 writers/broadcasters picked Indianapolis in this series. 

-- Sports Illustrated: All five experts at SI.com picked the Pacers 

-- CBS Sports: Pacers 4, Hawks 0. 

-- Yahoo: A panel of six – for all for Indianapolis. 

-- NBC Sports:Only one prediction – for the Pacers. 

-- Sheridan Hoops: Are you sitting down? Of 11 writers’ predictions, nine picked Indianapolis 

and two picked the Hawks. 

If you add all of those up, that’s Pacers 35, Hawks 2.  

I’m not making a prediction. But it does surprise me that almost nobody gives the Hawks a 

chance, even with the season-ending injuries to Lou Williams and Zaza Pachulia. While this 

team, as usual, has been prone to mental lapses, it has been remarkably resilient despite injuries 

and being undersized. When they share the ball and play hard, they're entertaining and actually 

pretty good. 

Here’s a link to the full column I wrote in advance to this series on MyAJC.com. I think the 

Hawks have a shot. The Pacers are roughly a 3-1 favorite in this series in Las Vegas. That seems 

fair. The Pacers are the more physical team and dominant at home (30-11). Losing Pachulia to a 

partially torn Achilles is significant for this series. Hawks coach Larry Drew said the team will 

be more dependent on center Johan Petro than ever before but, despite being a 7-footer, Petro is 

not the most physical player. 

For the Hawks to pull an upset in this series, they'll obviously need to shoot well (particularly 

from three-point range), use their quickeness, limit turnovers and stay out of foul trouble. 

That's it for now. What kind of shot do you give them to upset the Pacers? 

 


