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The Hawks serve notice: This series isn't 

over  
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Curtis Compton 

Anthony Tolliver says, "Yeah, baby!" Or words to that effect. 
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By Mark Bradley 

Not to go all Pacino-at-his-hammiest on you, but these are the Atlanta Hawks: Just when you 

think they're out, they play themselves back in. Against an opponent of their apparent choosing, 

they stunk out Games 1 and 2 and were one wobble from being, effectively if not technically, 



done for the season and, given the built-to-tear-down nature of this roster, done as we know them 

forever. So what do they do? 

Win Game 3 by 21 points. 

Yep, that's our Hawks. 

Few NBA games are over after 12 minutes. This one was. The Hawks fell behind 8-1 but led by 

13 after a quarter, by 24 at the half, by 28 before it was done. They won with such disdain that 

you wondered how they got behind 0-2, but that's part and parcel of being the Atlanta Hawks. 

They're never as bad as you'd think. 

They'll have a chance to square the series Monday night, but that's also treacherous terrain. The 

team that's never as bad as you think is rarely as good as you'd hope. We need only recall last 

spring: The Hawks beat aging Boston in Game 1 and had a chance to go up 2-nil on a night when 

Rajon Rondo was suspended. Naturally, they blew a lead and lost. 

Naturally, they never again led the series, and this was with No. 1 seed Chicago about to be 

eliminated after losing Derrick Rose. A real chance to reach the Eastern Conference finals, where 

no Hawks team has ever been, was squandered. Yep, those are our Hawks, too. 

But enough with the negativity. The Hawks were great on a night when they needed to be great, 

and they've at least given themselves a chance to make Indiana sweat. And Indiana should be 

sweating. The Hawks have scored 98, 90 and 90 points in three games against an opponent that 

prides itself on its defense, and through the first 10 quarters of this series the Hawks had made 

almost 50 percent of their shots. 

If this series continues to skew toward offense, the Hawks can win. But we know full well that to 

make any prediction regarding this team is a fool's errand. And April Fool's Day was a while 

back 

 


