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The, er, 'cautious' Hawks claim the No. 6  

By Mark Bradley 

The Atlanta Hawks led Chicago by one game for the East’s No. 5 seed with two to go. They lost 

both games. Al Horford didn’t play in either. Josh Smith didn’t play in the second and worked 13 

minutes in the first, in which the Hawks yielded 68 first-half points to lottery-bound Toronto 

Raptors. 

On Wednesday the Hawks lost to New York as Jeff Teague, Devin Harris and Kyle Korver 

joined Horford and Smith in coach-mandated inactivity. “I’m going to err on the side of 

caution,” Larry Drew told reporters after the Toronto game. 

To which we say: If the Hawks’ intent was to play their way into the No. 6 seed by punting these 

final two games, they did it expertly. And hooray for them. 

The No. 5 seed was a no-hoper. The Hawks would have had to overcome Brooklyn’s homecourt 

edge to win Round 1, and they’d have had little hope of winning a game in Round 2 against 

mighty Miami. Being No. 6 offers hope all the way to the Eastern Conference finals, a place the 

Hawks have never been. 

They won’t have the homecourt edge in Round 1 against Indiana, but the Pacers enter the 

postseason having lost five of six games. (Perhaps they likewise decided to err on the side of 

caution.) Should the Hawks upset Indiana, they’d face the winner of the Knicks-Celtics series in 

Round 2, and those two figure to hammer each other for six or seven games in Round 1. It would 

be no great surprise if the winner limps into the conference semis. 

This isn’t to say the Hawks will win two series or even one. They’re 11-15 since Feb. 27, and 

nobody in the organization is really sure what this team will look like come October. Josh Smith, 

as we know, is set to become a free agent, and Drew is again a lame duck. Is it likely that such an 

unsettled crew will steel itself for one last big push? 

No, it’s not. But by maneuvering their way below the Bulls, the Hawks should enter the 

postseason thinking they have a chance to stick around if they play well. If you want to call it 

tanking, go right ahead. I call it one of the smartest things the Hawks have ever done. 

 


