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The Nets fell to the Hawks on Sunday and now 
embark on the longest road trip in franchise 
history.

By ALEX RASKIN 

The Nets were playing for a share of the Atlantic Division lead on Sunday night after the Knicks 

suffered their fourth loss in as many games earlier in the day.

The two teams hadn't been so close in the standings since early December, but interim coach P.J. 

Carlesimo quickly dismissed talk of a virtual tie with the Knicks.

"I don't know how you guys come up with this nonsense," Carlesimo said. Had the Nets won, the 

claim for a division lead would be undermined by the fact they had played more games than the 

Knicks and would have still trailed their crosstown rivals in the loss column. 

But the real reason Carlesimo was justified in glossing 

over talk of a division crown reared its head Sunday in a 

105-93 loss to the visiting Atlanta Hawks: The Nets 

simply weren't ready to play like a first-place team. 

The Nets (38-28) kept it close for the majority of 

Sunday's loss, but they were unable to contain a big run 

by the Hawks late. 

Reggie Evans began the game with six points and seven 

rebounds in the first quarter (ultimately finishing with 

22 boards and a season-high 14 points), and Joe Johnson 

returned from a left heel injury to score 18 points on 7-of

-16 shooting against his former team. 

Atlanta was even without center Zaza Pachulia, which 

Carlesimo noted was "significant" prior to the game. But 

Nets All-Star center Brook Lopez couldn't capitalize (he 

had just 17 points and six rebounds) and the Hawks reeled off a 34-20 run in the fourth quarter to 

seal the win. 

The loss was significant because the Nets begin their longest road trip in franchise history—an eight

-game, 17-day journey predominately through the NBA's Western Conference—on Monday night 

against the Detroit Pistons. 
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Brooklyn may have been flirting with the idea of a division crown, but upcoming matchups with the 

red-hot Denver Nuggets and Los Angeles Clippers—both of whom beat the Knicks on their current 

five-game road trip—make that a complicated proposition. 

Until now, any evaluation of the team came with the disclaimer that 36 of the Nets' first 66 games 

were played in Brooklyn. And while they enter the trip with a 16-14 road record, the Nets don't have 

to look far to see the damage a Western Conference swing can inflict.

Not only did the Knicks lose the first four games of their West Coast swing—a stretch that included 

a 63-point effort in a loss to the Golden State Warriors—but stars Carmelo Anthony and Tyson 

Chandler each dealt with knee injuries that promise to complicate things for the entire team moving 

forward. 

"What's very, very difficult about this is the timing. It comes late in the year," Carlesimo said at 

Saturday's practice. "It's Western Conference. The Western Conference is deeper than the Eastern 

Conference."

There will be team-bonding events, and Johnson said guys will schlep along some videogames and 

movies, but nobody is taking the trip lightly. There's a distinct sense that the next two weeks will 

determine the Nets' playoff position, which could ultimately affect how far the team makes it in the 

postseason.

Most of the players are signed beyond this season, but Carlesimo doesn't have that kind of job 

security, which might be why his concern is so palpable.

"When it's all said and done, we'll all play 82 games," he said of the schedule. But of the road trip, 

he noted: "This is not the way you want to play. This is not the way you want it to happen."

A version of this article appeared March 18, 2013, on page A22 in the U.S. edition of The Wall 

Street Journal, with the headline: Hawks' Message to Nets: Hit the Road.
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