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Related Coverage

Box score: Hawks 104, 
Bucks 99 

Game report: Sunday at a 

glance 

Bucks lose another close one to Atlanta Hawks

Associated Press
Brandon Jennings is fouled as he shoots against Johan Petro (left) and Jeff Teague.

EMAIL PRINT (13) COMMENTS

Poor offensive execution in the final two minutes doomed the Milwaukee 

Bucks on Sunday afternoon.

The Bucks were in position to finally put away the Atlanta Hawks but 

instead let the visitors escape with a 104-99 victory at the BMO Harris 
Bradley Center.

The Hawks scored the final seven points and took full advantage of five 

Milwaukee turnovers in the last 2 minutes 6 seconds.

"Every game counts right now," said Bucks forward Ersan Ilyasova. "We 

didn't really execute well at the end of the game and we had a couple of 
bad turnovers and they got the advantage."

By Charles F. Gardner of the Journal Sentinel March 24, 2013
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Monta Ellis drilled 3 three-pointers in a short span in the fourth quarter to lift the Bucks to a 97-92 lead with 

2:45 remaining.

But nothing went right after that for Milwaukee (34-35), which fell two games behind seventh-place Boston 

(36-33) in the Eastern Conference playoff race.

Even after Josh Smith tied the score at 99-99 with a driving layup with 33.9 seconds left, the Bucks called a 

timeout and had a chance to regain control.

But Ellis lost the ball and the Bucks fouled Dahntay Jones, who sank one of two free throws. The Bucks 
compounded the error by allowing Anthony Tolliver to rebound Jones' missed second foul shot.

Tolliver was lined up outside the three-point arc but darted in and grabbed the rebound after Jones was far 
short on his attempt.

The Bucks had to foul again, and Hawks forward Al Horford sank two free throws with 20.1 seconds left to 

give Atlanta a 102-99 lead.

Milwaukee had one last chance, but Ellis missed a three-point try and Mike Dunleavy was called for traveling 

after grabbing the rebound.

"There were crazy events happening out there at the end," Bucks coach Jim Boylan said. "It's frustrating 

when you're playing against a team and come up short every time.

"It's always one or two plays or one or two rebounds."

Boylan said the play was designed to go to J.J. Redick when Ellis lost the ball near midcourt with the score 

tied at 99-99 in the final minute.

"It was just a little miscommunication," Boylan said. "That's on me. I've got to take responsibility for that 

and not let those things happen."

The Hawks (39-31) beat the Bucks for the third straight time and the second time in five days after posting a 
98-90 victory in Atlanta on Wednesday.

Horford led Atlanta with 24 points, and Smith added 23 points and nine rebounds. Former Wisconsin star 
Devin Harris finished with 16 points before leaving early in the fourth quarter with a left foot injury.

Atlanta guard Jeff Teague had 14 points and eight assists.

Redick missed an open three that would have given the Bucks a five-point lead with about a minute left.

"That certainly would have been a big shot for us, a momentum shot," Redick said. "Just all in all, it was a 

poor job executing down the stretch.

"We have to do a lot (to get better). I don't know where to begin."

Ellis led the Bucks with 20 points, while Ilyasova added 19 points and 10 rebounds in his return after missing 

three games with a left hip injury.

"We just have to stick together," Ilyasova said.

The Bucks' magic number to clinch a playoff berth remained at six after Philadelphia's victory over 
Sacramento.

Bucks point guard Brandon Jennings had 12 points and 13 assists but hit just 4 of 15 shots, while center 

Larry Sanders contributed 15 points and 12 rebounds. Jennings was just 1 of 7 in the second half.

"We had some chances to seal it," Jennings said. "We had some good looks we just couldn't make and some 

free throws (missed).

"If we get the rebound (on the Jones free throw), you never know what might happen then, too."

So it was another day of ifs and buts against Atlanta, which moved 4½ games in front of Milwaukee and 

stayed in the fifth spot in the East race.
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13 Comments »
Read and share your thoughts on this story.

"We had a couple breaks at the end, too," Hawks forward Kyle Korver said. "These kind of games give you 

confidence, especially when you win big games that go down to the end.

"When it comes down to the playoffs, you want to say you've done this before."
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