
 

 

 

Hawks 98, Bucks 90 

Bucks can't gain ground on Hawks 

By Charles Gardner of the Journal Sentinel 
March 20, 2013 

Atlanta - Everyone knew it was an important game. 

Win, and the Milwaukee Bucks could be ready to move up in the Eastern Conference playoff chase. 

Lose, and the job would be much more difficult. 

But the Bucks could not control Al Horford and Jeff Teague on Wednesday night at Philips Arena. 

Horford continued in his role of Bucks killer with 26 points and 15 rebounds, and Teague had 27 points 
and 11 assists to lead the Atlanta Hawks to a 98-90 victory. 

The Bucks (34-33) trailed by 18 points entering the fourth quarter and made a determined comeback but 
could not overtake the Hawks (38-30), who moved 3½ games ahead of eighth-seeded Milwaukee in the 
playoff race. 

"We had some wasted offensive possessions," said Bucks guard J.J. Redick. "Anytime you don't play 
well offensively, that typically leads to transition points, whether it's a bad shot or a turnover. 

"We showed some grit to get back into the game and give ourselves a chance in the last couple minutes. 
But it's just disappointing. These are the games we need to win. It seems we can't get more than one or 
two games over .500." 

The Bucks did get some good news when Boston lost to New Orleans, 87-86, allowing Milwaukee to 
stay two games behind the seventh-seeded Celtics. No one wants to be in the eighth spot, which means a 
first-round playoff matchup against the Miami Heat. 

Atlanta, ranking third in the league in fast-break points at 17.4 per game, outscored the Bucks, 28-15, on 
the break. And the Hawks dominated the third quarter as Teague got them into an effective running 
game and they stretched the lead to 77-59 entering the final period. 

Jennings led the last-ditch rally but missed a free throw that could have cut the Bucks' deficit to three 
points with 58.5 seconds left. And he missed a jumper from the left side that could have cut Atlanta's 
lead to two with 35.9 seconds left. 

"I usually don't miss free throws," Jennings said. "I don't like missing free throws at all so that was really 
killing me. 
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"We've got two more chances at them (including Sunday in Milwaukee). We've just got to be more 
aggressive as a team. Tonight we just couldn't make shots. You can't win a game shooting 30-some 
percent from the field." 

The Bucks finished at 37.4% after shooting 32.5% through the first three quarters. 

Bucks guard Monta Ellis, who has carried the team in recent weeks with his stellar play, converted just 2 
of 14 shots and finished with five points in 40 minutes. 

Jennings led the Bucks with 21 points, and Larry Sanders contributed 19 points, 14 rebounds and four 
blocked shots. Redick had 18 points in 30 minutes off the bench. 

Horford, who made the game-winning shot in Atlanta's 103-102 victory in Milwaukee last month, again 
showed why he is one of the league's top power forwards. 

He had 10 points and seven rebounds in the final quarter to answer the Bucks' charge. 

"They isolated him on some pick-and-rolls and he got himself free," Bucks coach Jim Boylan said. 
"When you give him that top-of-the-key jump shot, he's pretty accurate from there. 

"We protected the paint very well tonight. It was just from the perimeter and in transition where they 
really hurt us." 

The Hawks had three players with double-doubles as forward Josh Smith added 12 points and a game-
high 16 rebounds. 

"We came out in the third quarter and stepped it up a notch," said Hawks coach Larry Drew. "You can 
clearly see when we're playing with a little more aggression. We're moving the basketball, we're looking 
to push it out, make or miss, and we're contesting shots. 

"That's who we are and who we have to be." 

The Bucks went small in the fourth quarter with Sanders as the only true big man on the floor, with 
Redick, Ellis and Jennings joined by Marquis Daniels or Mike Dunleavy. And it worked as Milwaukee 
outscored Atlanta, 31-21, in the quarter to get close. 

But the Bucks now trail the Hawks by three games in the loss column with 15 to play. 

"They kept the intensity up and played pretty well down the stretch," Sanders said of the Hawks. "Jeff 
Teague played an amazing game. 

"We couldn't quite get over the hump. They were rolling and they weren't going to stop." 
 

 
 

Find this article at:  
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/bucks/199257341.html 

 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  

 
 

Page 2 of 3Hawks 98, Bucks 90 - Bucks can't gain ground on Hawks

3/21/2013http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?expire=&title=Hawks+98%2C+Bucks+90+-+...



Page 3 of 3Hawks 98, Bucks 90 - Bucks can't gain ground on Hawks

3/21/2013http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?expire=&title=Hawks+98%2C+Bucks+90+-+...


