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Indiana Pacers' Gerald Green 

(25) reacts with fans after hitting 

a shot late the second half of an 

NBA basketball game against the 

Atlanta Hawks Monday, March 

25, 2013, in Indianapolis. The 

Pacers defeated the Hawks 100-

94. / (AP Photo/Darron 

Cummings) 

 
On a night when the Indiana Pacers played 

missing persons with three sidelined starters, 

they almost saw a 28-point, third-quarter lead disappear, too. 

Atlanta shaved that seemingly insurmountable deficit to four in the final minute. Fittingly 

for the depleted home team, the Pacers’ backcourt fill-ins for George Hill and Lance 

Stephenson came up with the pivotal play. 

D.J. Augustin, in for Hill at point guard, caught an unsuspecting John Jenkins near midcourt 

for a steal, then threw the ball to an open Gerald Green, who had started for Stephenson. The 

smart play with time running out called for hanging onto the ball, so coach Frank Vogel was 

more than surprised to see Green launch a 3-pointer from the corner. 

When it went in, Vogel turned toward the bench. And smiled. 

“It’s not a bad shot if it goes in,” he said after the Pacers prevailed 100-94 over the Hawks on 

Monday night at Bankers Life Fieldhouse. 

Green, who led the Pacers with 19 points, wanted that shot. He said his shooting routine 

starts with taking that corner shot. 

“It definitely was a questionable shot, I would have to agree,” Green said. “I had hit a couple 

of shots. I don’t know. 

“I like taking those type of shots. I like taking big shots. I knew it was going to be a shot 

where if I hit it, it was going to put us in a good situation to win the game.” 

If he had it to do over again, Green admitted he probably wouldn’t have taken the shot that 

gave the Pacers a seven-point cushion with 34.4 seconds to play. But this was a night with 
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several unexpected developments, most notably the Pacers (44-27) taking apart the Hawks 

(39-32) with a 32-17 second quarter. 

Pacers rookie reserve guard Orlando Johnson scored a career-high 15 points — all before 

halftime. Second-year forward Jeff Pendergraph tied his season-best with 14 points. Johnson 

entered with a 3.7-point average and Pendergraph was at 3.5. 

“Jeff Pendergraph and Orlando Johnson in the first half really gave us a huge lift and blew 

the game open,” Vogel said. 

The Pacers start a four-game trip Wednesday in Houston and could have Hill (left groin 

strain) and Stephenson (right hip flexor strain). There is also an outside chance forward 

David West (lower back strain) and forward Danny Granger (knee) could play, too. 

But the victory over the Hawks showed the subs can hang tough. 

In that second quarter, Pendergraph dunked a Sam Young lob, then later forced a turnover 

near midcourt. He threw his head back and screamed. Most in a crowd of 14,336 joined in. 

“We played well in that second quarter,” Johnson said. “I’m glad we had to step it up because 

guys were out. We wanted to make an impact.” 

Pendergraph joked he and Johnson were on the third team. 

“I had a blast,” Pendergraph said. “I had some dunks, some lobs, a 3-pointer, an assist. It felt 

good. Not even just scoring, we were getting stops on defense, too.” 

As the lead swelled in the third quarter, forward Paul George stepped back and drilled a 3-

pointer off a transition turnover. The Hawks called a timeout and it was George high-five 

time for the front row with the Pacers ahead 24. That lead hit 81-53 with 4:22 left in the 

third. 

“Obviously we wanted to close it a little better than we closed it,” Vogel said. “It’s not a 

textbook fourth quarter when you have a 22-point lead.” 

That’s what the Pacers led by entering the final quarter. 

The Hawks, looking to clinch an Eastern Conference playoff spot with a win and a 

Philadelphia loss, were led by Josh Smith’s 20 points. But it was the Hawks reserves who 

made the end somewhat interesting. 

Former Butler University guard Shelvin Mack led the Hawks reserves with 10 points. 

But the Pacers had just enough balance. Center Roy Hibbert finished with 17 points and a 

team-high 13 rebounds. Forward Tyler Hansbrough, starting a fifth consecutive game for 

West, had 12 points and 11 rebounds. George added 13 points. 
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“A lot of guys contributed,” Vogel said. “A lot of guys played more than they usually play. 

They stayed ready and got the ‘W.’ ” 

Call Star reporter Phillip B. Wilson at (317) 444-6642. Follow him at 

twitter.com/indystar_pwilson24  
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