
  

  
 

Anthony Tolliver is on the right path now, although he has been for awhile. But now he’s got an extra passenger along for the ride.  

On February 21, 2013, Tolliver’s wife Jessica gave birth to the couple’s first son, Isaiah. It’s been a long time coming for the couple, who achieved NBA notoriety when Tolliver 
proposed to his then girlfriend in front of Minnesota Timberwolves photographers, videographers and writers at the team’s practice facility. Read more about it here. Things 
have changed just since that proposal, with Anthony signing with the Atlanta Hawks prior to the 2012-13 season. His two-year deal has provided a sense of stability and the 
prospects of the future seem more likely now that he’s defending the opponents’ top wing or semi-post forward, most every night out. One night it’s Paul George, the next is 
Andre Iguodala, LeBron James, Kevin Durant, Rudy Gay, Carmelo Anthony, you get the idea.  

So now begins the next phase: fatherhood.  

“It’s awesome. We were playing the day after and then we had this 12-day road trip, but I’ve finally gotten to spend the last couple of days with him. It’s been great. He’s a 
healthy baby,” Tolliver said.  

Tolliver will have sleepless nights now as a father, but he’s already experienced some tough times as a basketball player, gutting out time with the Idaho Stampede before 
finally latching on in the NBA after stints with San Antonio, Portland, Golden State and a two-year run with Minnesota.  

With Atlanta, Tolliver not only gets expected minutes, but his team is a near playoff lock year in, year out.  

“It’s a whole different atmosphere this time as compared to this time last year and the year before,” Tolliver said. “In Minnesota, it was tough finishing out and knowing that we 
won’t make the playoffs. Some guys may have checked in a little early, but this year, we have a lot to play for. We have a long ways to go with this season and hopefully we 
play a lot of games in the playoffs too.”  

This certainty was only aided by the relief that washed over the team after the trade deadline passed without having any core players dealt.  

“I think that now the deadline is over nobody is worrying about if they get traded and you know it’s not in play. All we now have to think about is just winning each game. We 
just have worry about the playoffs and try to get the best seed. It’s a great feeling to feel like we’re definitely in the playoffs and have something to look forward to.”  

Tolliver said he keeps up with the Stampede and the D-League and some of the players still in the league from his time spent there with Idaho in 2009-10. In his D-League 
career, Tolliver played in 55 games – and although he loved getting to be a central part of each team he played for, he certainly enjoys his time in the NBA.  

“At the end of the day, it’s all basketball, camaraderie, teamwork,” Tolliver said. “It’s still basketball. The goal is to score more than the other team. But it’s a similar game, 
maybe at a higher level.”  

Just like living his life before – similar, but now with child.  
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