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Phoenix - Larry Drew circled this matchup with the Suns – part of a six-game road trip – on his 

calendar as the one to be most wary. 

Yes, the Suns. 

Phoenix is 20-39 and destined to be playing golf in mid-April. However, it did win in San 

Antonio Wednesday. The fact remains the Suns are rebuilding and void of any star player. That 

is the issue. 

“They are a team that obviously is in a rebuilding stage,” Drew said following Friday’s 

shootaround. “I told our players this morning, this is one game that really concerned me of the 

six (on this road trip) from a mental challenge. If you look at their roster, Steve Nash, who was a 

superstar here, is gone. Now the just have a bunch of guys who play hard. They get after you. 

They try to outwork you. From a mental standpoint, that is going to be a challenge for us – to get 

pumped up, hyped up to compete against that.” 

Drew said the Hawks have shown a propensity to ease up with playing against a team that lacks a 

dominant player. 

“They have no real superstar,” Drew said. “They have guys who play hard and get after you and 

they compete. We’ve struggled against teams like that from a mental aspect. Blue-collar teams 

have always been teams that have given us problems because we don’t rise up to the challenge. 

“When we play against teams with superstars, guys we know we have to lock in, we rise to that 

challenge.” 

Drew also said, and told his team, this is the area they most need to improve in order to rise to 

the next level. 

* The Hawks will start a lineup of Jeff Teague, Kyle Korver, DeShawn Stevenson, Josh Smith 

and Al Horford. 

* Smith needs 33 points to reach the 10,000-point mark for his career. Horford needs 36 points to 

reach 5,000. 



* Horford is averaging 25.4 points and 12.4 rebounds while shooting .681 percent in the past 

seven games. (Look for a story Saturday/Sunday on what has been at the center of his recent 

play.) 

* Teague is averaging 20.5 points and 10.0 assists in the last four games, all wins. 

 


