
Game thread - Hawks wary of Sixers' 

Holiday (updated)  

By Chris Vivlamore 

The Hawks have lost six straight games to the 76ers entering Wednesday’s game at Philips 

Arena. Included in that streak is a 99-80 loss in Philadelphia Dec. 21. 

In that game, Evan Turner had 21 points and Thaddeus Young had 18 points and 11 rebounds. 

However, coach Larry Drew said he is most concerned with Jrue Holiday. 

“We played them earlier in the season and they handled us pretty easily,” Drew said. “Going 

back and looking at that game, they did just about everything that they wanted to do. They beat 

us off the dribble. They banged us on the boards. They forced us into turnovers. I would like to 

think that we are a different team now then back when we saw them at the beginning of the 

season. 

“They’ve always been a very tough opponent for us and we are going to have to come out and 

play well on both ends of the floor. With (Jrue) Holiday, we’ve got to do a good job on him. 

He’s had his way with us. The challenge is going to be thrown out to the guys defending him, 

and the rest of the guys, we are going to have to do a good job collectively on him. We are going 

to have to be good off the dribble.” 

Holiday is averaging 19.1 points a game this season, tops on the Sixers and 12
th

 in the NBA. 

* The Hawks will start Jeff Teague, Devin Harris, DeShawn Stevenson, Josh Smith and Al 

Horford. Zaza Pachulia is out. Kyle Korver was called a game-time decision but he told me after 

his pre-game work that he will play tonight. 

* I asked Drew before the game if the addition of Shelvin Mack will allow him the flexibility to 

play more of Harris at the shooting guard. 

“When we made the decision to let (Jannero) Pargo go, it left me with two point guards. There 

have been times when I really wanted to start the both of them but not having that third guy to 

come in and relieve either guy, what I’ve had to do was bring one of those guys out earlier, either 

Jeff or Devin. It’s been Devin, mostly. Now, I have the flexibility of playing both guys and I can 

come in with another point guard. Move Jeff or Devin to the 2 but it gives me the flexibility of 

keeping a faster, quicker lineup out there in the backcourt." 

 


