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By Chris Vivlamore 

Los Angeles - The Hawks will start their big lineup with Zaza Pachulia at center as an early 

matchup against the Lakers and Dwight Howard. DeShawn Stevenson will also start and draws 

the assignment of guarding Kobe Bryant. 

Jeff Teague, Josh Smith and Al Horford are the other starters. 

“We have to,” coach Larry Drew said of his decision to go big. “Although, Al will play some 5 

tonight and matchup with Dwight, starting out I don’t want that matchup. I want to go bigger but 

as the game progresses we will make some adjustments.” 

Drew said one of the keys to containing Howard will be to make him work on the defensive end. 



“Dwight is probably the best big man in our league right now,” Drew said. “The only thing you 

can do is try to make it tough on them. You have to try to make their scoring opportunities tough. 

You have to force them to work on the other end as well. We have to play a solid game on the 

defensive end but offensively we have to do a good job of moving the basketball. We are a lot 

tougher to defend when that ball moves from one side to the other.” 

* Drew said all players will be available tonight. 

* Stevenson said his dislocated middle finger on his left hand is still very painful. He cannot 

bend the first joint of the finger. 

* After making a big deal of not taking the superstar-less Suns for granted (yet they lost), Drew 

and the Hawks face the Lakers with three – Bryant, Howard and Steve Nash. 

“We prepared for this game like we did any other game,” Drew said. “We know they have some 

great players over in that locker room. We know when we are playing our best basketball we can 

compete at a high level with anybody. Certainly we don’t need any type of motivational speech 

to get jacked up for this game. I’m expecting our guys to come out and play with a lot of energy. 

It does not start with that Lakers team. It starts with us.” 

* The Lakers (29-30) can move back to the .500 mark with a victory in their quest to rebound 

from a slow start to the season and get back in the Western Conference playoff race. When asked 

before the game if he thought being .500 was a physiologically good for his team, Lakers coach 

Mike D’Antoni said he didn’t believe his players even realized where they are in the standings. 

“They play for the moment,” D’Antoni said. 

Drew said differently. 

“Sure they do,” Drew said. “I know Kobe does. I guarantee that. He knows exactly where they 

stand. He is a basketball junkie. From day one when the season started to where we are today, 

knowing him, yeah he is very, very, very aware of where they are.” 

 


