
Game thread - Playoff berth close, but where 

will Hawks finish?  

By Chris Vivlamore 

The biggest question about the Hawks and the postseason is not if they will make the playoffs 

but just where they will finish in the Eastern Conference standings. 

The Hawks’ magic number to clinch a playoff spot is six, currently over the ninth place 76ers. 

Any combination of Hawks wins and Sixers losses that equal six will clinch the sixth straight 

postseason berth. The Hawks have 15 games remaining in the regular season, including tonight 

against the Bucks, eight at home and seven on the road. Of the home opponents remaining, only 

three are currently over .500. Of the road opponents remaining, five are currently over .500. 

A key will be how the Hawks finish against the Bucks. They have three games remaining in the 

last month, including two in five days starting tonight. 

The Hawks’ magic number is less against the three other teams that have a mathematical chance 

to overtake them. It is five against the Raptors, three against the Wizards and one against the 

Cavaliers. The Pistons cannot catch the Hawks. The Magic and Bobcats have already been 

eliminated from the playoffs. 

After the Heat, the rest of the Eastern Conference is still wide open. The Hawks can realistically 

finish anywhere from second to eighth. 

Entering tonight’s key conference matchup against the Bucks, the Hawks are fifth in the 

standings. They are 4.5 games behind the second-place Pacers, 3 behind the third-place Knicks 

and 2 behind the fourth-place Nets. 

The Hawks lead the Bulls and Celtics by just a half game for the next two spots. Each of those 

teams owns the tiebreaker against the Hawks. The Bucks are 2.5 games back in the eighth and 

final spot. 

“That hasn’t started much yet, but as the week progresses we’ll eventually get to that point,” 

Hawks coach Larry Drew said of starting to scoreboard watch. “Everybody is so bunched up. 

Milwaukee is only a few games behind us. It’s just that time of the year when you start watching 

the scoreboard. You start looking at remaining games, home versus on the road. You look at 

upcoming opponents, not only you but the other teams you are battling with. All that starts to 

take shape within the last two to three weeks.” 

With an NBA schedule of 11 games Wednesday, every team that can affect the Hawks’ position 

except the Bulls will be in action. 

A couple of other notes from shootaround Wednesday: 



* Drew did not reveal his starting lineup against the Bucks, who played the Trail Blazers last 

night. I will update later. 

* All players, except Zaza Pachulia (out indefinitely with sore right Achilles) will be available. 

* The game is a rematch of last’s month’s chippy contest in Milwaukee, won 103-102 by the 

Hawks on a basket by Al Horford in the closing seconds. An important element of that game was 

the rebounding of the Bucks. They held a 58-41 advantage although Pachulia pulled down 11 

rebounds, eight of them offensive. He set a franchise record with seven offensive rebounds in the 

second quarter. 

“The key for us is rebounding and really executing our defensive coverages,” Horford said. 

“Pick-and-roll they are very tough to guard with Monta (Ellis) and (Brandon) Jennings. They run 

multiple screens. That is going to be a challenge for us.” 

Ellis and Jennings combined for only 25 points in that meeting. However, the Bucks got 19 

points and nine rebounds from Ersan Ilyasova and 12 points and 19 rebounds from Larry 

Sanders. 

“They can beat you in a number of ways,” Drew said. “Perhaps the head of the snake is their 

guards, Jennings and Monta are really good scorers. They can impact the game. Either guy can 

go off for big numbers. Any time we play this team we have to do a pretty good job on both 

guys. You don’t want them to go off for huge nights. 

“With that being said, you have to focus on the other guys as well. Their length is something that 

gave us problems the first time we played them. We ended up winning the game but clearly their 

length was a factor.” 

 


