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Short-handed Hawks limp home after loss (updated)
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By Chris Vivlamore

Denver — The Hawks will literally limp home from their lengthy road trip.

Playing short-handed the Hawks fell behind early to the Nuggets and could never fight all the way back. The result was a 104-88 loss Monday night at the Pepsi Center.

The Hawks lost for the third straight time to end the season-long trip after starting with three victories. They settled for a .500 road trip that began with so much promise.

“At the start of this road trip we started 3-0 and I told the guys after the Utah game that we had a chance to have an exceptional road trip,” coach Larry Drew said. “After we dropped the game in Phoenix
the mindset was we still had a chance to have an exceptional road trip. It went from that to an opportunity for a great road trip if we came out with a win tonight. … We finished 3-3 so for us that would
be a good road trip.”

The Hawks played with just 10 players as guards Kyle Korver (toe strain) and DeShawn Stevenson (back-to-back games) and center Zaza Pachulia (sore right Achilles) were all out. Rookie Mike Scott
was on a D-League assignment. To make matters worse, Jeff Teague (left ankle sprain) and Ivan Johnson (dislocated left middle finger) missed some time in the first-half but returned.

The Hawks (33-26) were led by Al Horford with 18 points, snapping his streak of 20-plus point games at nine. He added 13 rebounds. Josh Smith and Teague added 15 points apiece and Devin
Harris added 11 points.

Smith entered the game needing nine points to reach the 10,000-point mark for his career. He surpassed the milestone with a second-quarter layup, on which he was fouled. Smith became the 24th

player in NBA history to record 10,000 points, 5,000 rebounds, 2,000 assists and 1,000 blocks.

Smith was given the game ball following the game, a gift he needed to be told of its significance.

“It’s a blessing to get that mark,” Smith said. “I just have to keep working hard. Hopefully I can accomplish more things in this league. I just have to stay healthy and stay positive.”

The Nuggets (39-22), third in the league in scoring, won their fifth straight and 11th in a row at home. Corey Brewer scored a game-high 22 points off the bench to lead the Nuggets. Ty Lawson added
18 points.

A 15-6 run by the Nuggets to start the fourth quarter ended any chance of a Hawks comeback.

“It was tough but more importantly I was proud of the guys who dress and come out to play,” Horford said. “It’s a long season and you deal with injuries. Guys came out and we fought. That is a really
good team over there. We hung around but it was very overwhelming. They were very good on the fast break.”

The Nuggets led by as many as 16 points after starting the second quarter with a 19-4 run. They entered intermission with a 58-50 lead as the Hawks trimmed their deficit with an 11-0 run.

The Hawks took a 14-13 lead on a Smith 3-pointer with 5:59 left in the first quarter. It would be their last lead.

The Hawks got as close as two and four points at different times during the third quarter but the Nuggets pulled away each time. The Nuggets took an eight-point lead, 81-73, into the final quarter.

“We made a couple of mental mistakes at the end of the third and that took us out of everything,” Horford said. “We could have kept fighting but those couple of plays really dictated the game. In the
fourth, they just kept pouring it on us.”

The Nuggets finished with 29 fast-break points, 17 came in the second half as they ran past the Hawks time and again.

“I saw guys who were certainly fatigued,” Drew said. “I didn’t want to put a lot of minutes on a lot of guys, particularly after we played last night. I was relying on the guys that we did have on the bench.
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But we did get a little tired, a little fatigued. Certainly coming into a building like this you can’t play tired.”

The Hawks were scheduled to travel back to Atlanta following the game to conclude the road trip. After an off day Tuesday, they host the 76ers Wednesday.
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Posted by High-sider at 11:18 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Korver was missed. Horford failed to score 20+ points tonight. The Hawks' "Extra Medium 3" came up...not big, not small...I guess..."medium"?
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Posted by Steve-W at 11:18 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Should've been 4-2

Posted by Steve-W at 11:19 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Last nite - I hate to lose those kind of games

Still say Wilson chandlers a good fit for the hawks at the 3

Posted by AirZaza at 11:21 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

I hope we are done with Teague and Smith and land CP3 and Dwight.
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Posted by -OBrien- at 11:22 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

DF deserves some blame too, because he helped put this roster together (and we ended up with a bunch of guards). After Miami and Indy, the East is wide open. And Hawks did nothing to bring in a
3rd PG, or do nothing to help offset the loss of Lou Williams.

I think DF was determined to let LD sink/swim with this roster. And although LD has not sunk, I dont think he is swimming either. IMO, he is merely staying afloat.

Posted by -OBrien- at 11:23 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Air Zaza,

I do think Teague would be a very good 6th man. But I still don't think he is as bad as you make him out to be. 

Posted by Steve-W at 11:23 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

You can win starting either tolliver or jones on a limited basis

Can't win except in the wnba starting both

Ivan?

Posted by High-sider at 11:24 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Josh Smith - 15pts, 5rebs and 3asts

Al Horford - 18pts, 13rebs and 4asts

Jeff Teague - 15pts, 8asts and 4rebs

http://www.nba.com/games/20130304/ATLDEN/gameinfo.html?ls=iref:nbahpgt[0021200893]

It seemed like every time the Hawks got close, the Nuggets went on a "run."

Posted by cp229 at 11:24 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

O'Brien I think DF was going to wait until the season was over with to bring in his own guy anyway;. I'm just hoping its not Mike Brown. Im not a LD fan but I would take him over Mike Brown

Posted by -OBrien- at 11:25 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Josh and Jeff went a combined 12-34 tonight. Devin and Jenkins went a combined 2-12 from 3. Short handed or not, its hard to win with those kind of numbers. 

I am looking forward to a remake of the Hawks this offseason.

Posted by cp229 at 11:26 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Dude you seem to be butthurt. It really aint that serious. Dude is not as bad as you want him to be. Dwight and CP3 are not coming here but ehh you keep dreaming

Posted by High-sider at 11:27 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Posted by Steve-W at 11:18 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013 Report Abuse

Should've been 4-2
==============================================

More like 5 - 1; the Hawks should've had wins over the Suns and [the] Lakers.
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Posted by -OBrien- at 11:28 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

With Al shooting agood %, he should have taken more shots. But he continues to pass up good looks and pass the ball to other guys who are struggling.

H-S,

The total numbers for Josh and Jeff dont look that bad, But when you dig a little deeper, you realize how terrible they played.

Posted by -OBrien- at 11:29 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

C-Viv,

I am looking forward to your article about Josh and his FT %, 3-pt %, and his shot selection, and I would love to hear LD's take on it. Or is that the elephant in the room?

Posted by AirZaza at 11:30 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Teague is a good offensive and defensive player. His issue is his PG skills are weak as hell. He in the same league with Westbrook in terms of PG skills without none of the unstoppable Westbrook
talent. He's just not a starting NBA PG. It is just that simple. 

For all the talent, I don't think Smoove is a starter either. He is more like a Lamar Odom in LAL type of 6th man where he is respected but he's not a starter. A team like Squrs could use him right. The
Hawks can't. They just aren't that good to have Smith come off the bench.

Posted by -OBrien- at 11:30 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

Stinger said Josh is playing fantastic basketball right now. What game is he watching?

Posted by AirZaza at 11:32 p.m. Mar. 4, 2013
Report Abuse

cp229, how many times do I have to school you and your boy najeh that Teague just isn't a starting level PG in the NBA. What you want to talk about, stats? Come on, most of his assists are really
Smoove and Horf hockey assists they created, not Jeff. Jeff might be one of the worse passing PG's in the NBA for starters and reserves.

69 Comment(s)
Comment(s) 1-20 of 69 next >last >>
 

 
 

http://www.ajc.com/news/sports/basketball/hawks-nuggets/nWgwh/#/comment/p1/c575121/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.ajc.com/news/sports/basketball/hawks-nuggets/nWgwh/#/comment/p1/c575125/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.ajc.com/news/sports/basketball/hawks-nuggets/nWgwh/#/comment/p1/c575129/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.ajc.com/news/sports/basketball/hawks-nuggets/nWgwh/#/comment/p1/c575131/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.ajc.com/news/sports/basketball/hawks-nuggets/nWgwh/#/comment/p1/c575135/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

