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DALLAS — At this time one year ago, Mike Scott was a fifth-year senior who was about to help 

lead Virginia to an at-large bid in the 2012 NCAA Tournament. But after being a second-round 

pick in the 2012 NBA Draft, the 23-year-old power forward is now a rookie with the NBA’s 

Atlanta Hawks and through 22 games is averaging 3.1 points and 2 rebounds per game.

Like many rookies, the Chesapeake native has found NBA minutes hard to come by, but even 

though he’s currently not playing regularly, he is still learning each day.

“You’ve got to learn a lot from the vets. You just wait your turn and be professional,” Scott said 

recently in Dallas, where the Hawks picked up a 105-101 win over the Mavericks.

Being a rookie in the Association is all about adjustments and it’s no different for the UVa product 

as he has spent much of his time acclimating himself to the NBA’s many nuances.

“Defending different personnel, being able to defend the wing, that’s the biggest adjustment 

because being an undersized power forward you’ve got to be able to slide your feet with smaller 

and quicker players,” Scott said. “Other than that it’s just playing basketball.”

And with minutes at a premium in Atlanta, he and fellow rookie John Jenkins were sent to the 

Hawks’ NBA Development League affiliate in Bakersfield, Calif., on Dec. 1, 2012 to get some 

much-needed playing time. Scott averaged 13.3 points, 6.6 points, 1.4 steals and 1.3 assists in four 

games with the Jam before the Hawks recalled him on Dec. 10 and he has remained in Atlanta 

ever since.

“Just getting some reps, playing time, running up and down the court, having fun winning games, 

that was basically what they wanted me to do was play,” Scott said of his time in the D-League. 

“Yeah, nothing against the D-League but I always want to stay and play in the NBA. So, when 

they called me back, I was happy.”

Hawks head coach Larry Drew feels his young forward benefited greatly from his four-game D-

League stint.

“I think it was a good experience for him. I know when he got back, he was happy to be back,” 

Drew said. “It gave him an opportunity to play, to get some of the rust off from being on the 
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bench. [It] gave us a chance to see him against his peers. He certainly brings NBA skill to the 

table, his ability to pick and pop.”

Another aspect of being an NBA rookie that Scott has endured is buying donuts for his teammates 

before each practice or shoot-around, a responsibility he shares with Jenkins, Atlanta’s first-round 

pick in the 2012 draft.

“We’ve got to get the donuts every day. Even when they don’t eat them we’ve still got to get 

them. We’re supposed to get three boxes and if we only get two, they complain. Then when we 

get three, they don’t eat them,” Scott said. “So we just get three anyway. It’s so bad that the 

people at Krispy Kreme, they know me now. From what I’ve heard from other rookies [on other 

teams], I think I’ve got it the best so far.”

Scott admits that life in the NBA is tougher than he initially envisioned it. However, he added that 

having a great group of veteran teammates to learn from has made his adjustment go much more 

smoothly.

“Yeah, it’s harder. It’s personnel driven, so you’ve got different people you’ve got to guard every 

night. It’s not [the] ACC anymore either,” he said. “You’re not one of the best ones out there 

anymore either. It’s different. I didn’t realize how cool [NBA players] are. I thought there would 

be egos but they’re all cool.”

And judging from what one of his veteran teammates says about him, it’s clear he’s already 

earned their respect.

“I think he’s doing a great job,” Hawks guard DeShawn Stevenson said. “He’s doing the right 

things. I think he’s going to be a talented player in this league if he keeps doing the things he’s 

doing right now.”
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