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BANK OF AMERICA MERRILL LYNCH AND THE ATLANTA HAWKS BRING STOCK MARKET GAME 

TO SALVATION ARMY BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF GREATER ATLANTA 

Stock Market Simulation Game to Educate Participants on the Importance of Financial Responsibility 

ATLANTA - February 14, 2013: Bank of America Merrill Lynch, in partnership with the Atlanta Hawks, 

The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club of Greater Atlanta and the Georgia Council on Economic 

Education, have teamed up to present the Stock Market Games, a 10-week team investment challenge 

meant to teach the basics of financial literacy. The team challenge, made up of 6th, 7th and 8th graders, 

will invite 35 participants from Bellwood, Fuqua and Peachcrest Boys & Girls Clubs to try their hand at 

the stock market through a simulated investment game. In addition, the Atlanta Hawks Foundation is 

donating $2,500 to each of the participating Boys & Girls Clubs in support of this educational endeavor. 

“The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Atlanta is very grateful to have The Atlanta Hawks and 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch giving back to our local youth,” said Major Todd Hawks, Atlanta Area 

Commander for The Salvation Army. “This is a very innovative approach to helping children learn about 

economics and financial literacy.” 

 

Mentored and coached by Merrill Lynch volunteers, participants will invest a hypothetical $100,000 in 

common stocks on the New York and American Stock Exchanges as well as the NASDAQ. Hawks players 

Johan Petro, Mike Scott and John Jenkins will serve as team captains for the competing clubs and will 

make a visit to their teams on Thursday, February 21, 2013.  

 “At Bank of America, we know that skills based volunteerism can make a tremendous difference to 

nonprofit organizations and the people they serve,” said Geri Thomas, Georgia Market President, Bank 

of America. “By providing financial education to children at the Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs, we 

are equipping them with the necessary tools they need to make sound financial decisions now and in 

the future. It is our honor to join the Atlanta Hawks in creating brighter futures for the children in our 

Atlanta neighborhoods.” 

At the conclusion of the 10-week competition, the team with the most profitable investments will be 

recognized during the Atlanta Hawks vs. Milwaukee Bucks game on Friday, April 12, 2013, with an on-

court halftime presentation. 

For more information on the Stock Market Games, please visit www.Hawks.com. 

 



About the Atlanta Hawks  

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1949, play in the Southeast 

Division, along with the Charlotte Bobcats, Miami Heat, Orlando Magic and Washington Wizards. 

 Tickets for all Hawks home games are on sale at www.hawks.com/tickets, the Philips Arena box office 

and all Ticketmaster locations, with absolutely no ticketing fees.  Atlanta Hawks Memberships for the 

2013-14 season are on sale now! For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com.  

About Bank of America 

 

Bank of America is one of the world's largest financial institutions, serving individual consumers, small- 

and middle-market businesses and large corporations with a full range of banking, investing, asset 

management and other financial and risk management products and services. The company provides 

unmatched convenience in the United States, serving approximately 53 million consumer and small 

business relationships with approximately 5,500 retail banking offices and approximately 16,300 ATMs 

and award-winning online banking with 30 million active users. Bank of America is among the world's 

leading wealth management companies and is a global leader in corporate and investment banking and 

trading across a broad range of asset classes, serving corporations, governments, institutions and 

individuals around the world. Bank of America offers industry-leading support to approximately 3 million 

small business owners through a suite of innovative, easy-to-use online products and services. The 

company serves clients through operations in more than 40 countries. Bank of America Corporation 

stock (NYSE: BAC) is a component of the Dow Jones Industrial Average and is listed on the New York 

Stock Exchange. 

 

About The Salvation Army in Atlanta Georgia 

 

The Salvation Army, an evangelical part of the universal Christian church established in 1865, has been 

supporting those in need in His name without discrimination for 130 years in the United States. Nearly 

30 million Americans receive assistance from The Salvation Army each year through the broadest array 

of social services that range from providing food for the hungry, relief for disaster victims, assistance for 

the disabled, outreach to the elderly and ill, clothing and shelter to the homeless and opportunities for 

underprivileged children. 82 cents of every dollar spent is used to carry out those services in 5,000 

communities nationwide. For more information, go to www.salvationarmyatlanta.org. Like us on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/salvationarmymetroatlanta or follow us on Twitter @salvationarmya. 

The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs are located in some of the most economically disadvantaged 

communities of Atlanta, serving over 2,500 youth (ages 6 – 19) each year. 

 

About the Georgia Council on Economic Education 

 

Since 1972, the Georgia Council on Economic Education has been in the business of helping teachers 

teach economics in Georgia schools. Their vision is for students to leave school prepared for their 

economic roles as workers, consumers, citizens, and lifelong decision-makers in a globally 

interdependent world.  The Stock Market Game is one important way for students to understand and 

appreciate our American economic system. The Georgia Council on Economic Education coordinates the 

Stock Market Game for almost 5,000 teams of students around Georgia. For more information, log onto 

www.gcee.org.  
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