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The Hawks will start a lineup of Jeff Teague, Devin Harris, Anthony Tolliver, Josh Smith and Al 

Horford tonight against the Mavericks. 

Kyle Korver will be a game-time decision but coach Larry Drew expects him to play. Drew said 

Korver is bothered by a sore shin and not the turned ankle that caused him to miss Sunday’s 

practice. 

“He’s moving around just a little gingerly,” Drew said. “In talking to the trainer, he thinks he’ll 

be ready to go tonight but we’ll make it a game-time decision.” 

In making his starting lineup decision, Drew said he wanted to try to match the speed of Darren 

Collison and O.J. Mayo in the backcourt. 

“With Collison is in a lot of ways like Jeff with speed from one end of the court to the other,” 

Drew said. “I wanted to go a little smaller on Mayo to see if from a speed standpoint we can stay 

with him.” 

Drew also said the Tolliver’s length will help on Shawn Marion. 

* Mavericks star Dirk Nowitzki returned from knee surgery on Dec. 23. Drew said he can see the 

7-foot forward starting to find a rhythm after a slow start to his season. 

“He is not into total rhythm right now, at least from what I saw,” Drew said. “He hasn’t had that 

Dirk type game yet but I can see that he is starting to get into a rhythm, starting to get a little 

momentum, with how he is playing. A lot still goes through him. He is a guy that at all times you 

try to make it as tough on him as you can. He’s capable of getting into that rhythm quickly so we 

are going to have to do a good job one-on-one with him – along with Mayo and (Vince) Carter. 

Both guys are really good one-on-one ball players. Right now I think Dirk is getting back into 

that rhythm.” 



* Drew often speaks of the fire that must be controlled to stop an opponent. Against the 

Mavericks, Drew preached tempo. 

“They are on a team that is on a mission,” Drew said. “They are trying to get Dirk back into a 

rhythm. They won their last two games and in watching their last two games, they really got out 

and ran. I was very impressed with how they got out and ran. They got a lot of easy baskets. 

“Coming into this building we have to be committed to tempo and trying to dictate the rhythm of 

the game. We don’t want to be seduced into coming in here and taking jump shots. That can be 

fool’s gold sometimes. We have to establish ourselves on the inside and be a team that is going 

to play inside out. I just think the key tonight is us being able to control the tempo through our 

offense and through our defense in getting stops.” 

 


