
Hawks' Ferry still dealing with yesterday's 

mess  

By Jeff Schultz 

This isn't an ideal place for a sports franchise to be at the trade deadline. Nothing good comes 
from a situation when a likely playoff team dangles its best player on a hook for potential 
bidders, and that’s precisely what the Hawks are doing with Josh Smith. 

It’s a horrible situation. But don’t blame Danny Ferry. Blame everyone and everything that 
preceded his arrival. 

Some things aren’t easily overcome. Bad drafts. Bad choices in roster building. Dysfunctional 
locker rooms that are allowed to fester. Billy Knight, “I am the basketball expert here.” Speedy 
Claxton: Four years, $25 million, 284 games missed.  Marvin Williams. Shelden Williams. The 
assets traded for Joe Johnson, superseded only by the obscene amount of money given to Joe 
Johnson. 

That’s what has led to this. The NBA trade deadline is 3 p.m. Thursday. If Ferry trades Smith – 
and the odds appear tilted in that direction – it’s because he is still dealing with the damage done 
to this organization by previous regimes, which led to extended mediocrity. 

The Hawks are 29-22. They have a legitimate chance to finish among the top four in the 
deteriorating Eastern Conference. But this is how a new general manager must view things: 
What are the chances this team wins more than one playoff round? What are the chances it 
upsets Miami? If the answers to those questions are near zero, the focus needs to be on the 
future. 

Ferry wouldn’t come out and say that Tuesday. This close to the trade deadline, a general 
manager isn't going to reveal much. But when I asked where he believed the Hawks are at the 
deadline, he responded, "We’re in a unique situation with the current roster being competitive, 
but also having good cap flexibility going forward. Like most teams, we’re evaluating ourselves 
and looking at the opportunities that come to us, especially this time of year. If there’s an 
opportunity that makes sense for us and for the long-term interest of the Hawks, we’ll look at it 
closely.” 

Confused? Focus on this string of words: “… the long-term interest of the Hawks.” 

This is Year 1 for Ferry, not years 4, 7 or 12. He has credibility and he has a plan. There’s still 
reason to believe in that plan. Smith conceivably could still be a part of that plan, but there's no 
reason to believe he wants to re-sign here -- and, unfortunately, that was the case two years 

ago, when the Hawks could've garnered more for him in trade. 



Ferry likes Smith. If that wasn't the case, he would’ve traded him before the season. He got 
Brooklyn to take Johnson, you think he couldn’t get someone to take Smith? But he wanted to 
watch for a season. The Johnson trade brought salary-cap relief, so if Ferry decided to pursue to 
re-signing Smith, he now could. 

But now it’s messy. Smith views himself as a max-money player. So potential trade partners 
view Smith as a rental, diminishing trade value. Ferry is scrambling to get more than 10 cents on 
the dollar. Conceivably, he could hold onto Smith and take his chances after the season, but then 
he might lose the player for nothing. So what's worse: Something or possibly nothing? 

If Knight had built better, maybe the Hawks wouldn't be in this position. If Rick Sund and/or 
ownership pushed the button on a Smith deal in 2011 or 2012, Ferry wouldn't be looking at table 
scraps in trade offers. If, if, if ... 

Smith hardly is the Hawks' biggest problem. They need a center. They need consistency at point 
guard. They need more players to build around. Moving past years of being a punchline isn't 
easy. 

The Hawks play Miami on Wednesday, and it could be Smith's last game with the team. He's 
handling the situation remarkably well. His last two games before the All-Star break were two of 
his best this season: 56 points, 23 rebounds, 11 assists, two blocks and one steal in road wins 
over Dallas and Orlando. 

He says he’s avoiding any form of media that would focus on the trade deadline. That seems 
unlikely, but at least his denial Tuesday was entertaining: "I watch the Cartoon Network with my 
kids. There’s no sports on that channel." 

His favorite shows? 

“The old-school ones,” he said. “Scooby Doo. Tom and Jerry. Looney Tunes. They have high 
definition on the cartoons. The drawings they’ve been doing in the new millennium have been 
beneficial for me.” 

Hey, whatever works. At least those are cartoons we can laugh at. 

 


