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By Mark Bradley 

If it was indeed Josh Smith’s last night as an Atlanta Hawk, it was a night like many others. His 

team did a lot of good things against a quality opponent only to see it unravel at the end. Smith 

himself made the world’s best player work to score 24 points but did just enough wrong to be 

culpable in the failure. 

On the one hand, Smith defended LeBron James about as well as anybody defends LeBron 

James. (The great man had managed 30 or more in his previous seven games.) On the other hand, 

Smith took too many jump shots – stop me if you've heard this one before – and made three of 

his five turnovers in the regrettable fourth quarter, and he spent the final 1:49 sitting and 

watching the Hawks’ better shooters try to override a double-figure deficit. 

That double-figure deficit had been a double-figure lead when the quarter began. But the Miami 

Heat scored the first 13 points of the period and would outscore the Hawks 40-17 over the final 

quarter, and three Smith turnovers in the course of six possessions removed all doubt. 

And that, it must be said, remains the essence of Josh Smith: On a night when he nearly had a 

triple double (10 points, nine rebounds, nine assists), he nonetheless left you wanting more. For 

all the good work he has done here over 8 ½ NBA seasons, his legacy as a Hawk stands – and 

will be set in stone if he’s traded Thursday – as one of promise not quite fulfilled. 

“I tried to tune (trade talk) out,” Smith said after the regal Heat closed out a 103-90 victory, “but 

it’s pretty much everywhere.” 

Then: “This organization has given me so much over the years. It has given me a chance to live 

my dream.” 

Among those close to the Hawks, the belief Wednesday night was that Smith would not – repeat, 

would NOT – be traded. But only one man really knows for sure, and Danny Ferry wasn’t 

saying. (And it’s entirely possible that even Ferry didn’t know as of 11 p.m.) 

Asked what he thought will happen, Smith said: “I don’t know. We’ll see Thursday at 3 p.m.” 

And we will. But a bit of emotion began to bubble up Wednesday night as Smith faced all 

manner of farewell-type questions. 



“Just the versatility I brought,” he said, when asked how he’d like to be remembered as a Hawk. 

“The hard work and the passion I brought.” 

If it was indeed his last night as a Hawk, it was neither a smash nor an out-and-out stinker. It 

was, for both better and worse, vintage Josh Smith. 

 


