
Nets  

Joe Johnson struggles in return, Brooklyn 
Nets fail to show up against Atlanta Hawks 
and see winning streak end at seven games  

Joe Johnson, making his first appearance at Philips Arena since the Hawks traded him to the Nets 
in July, struggled while scoring 15 points on 4-of-15 shooting in 42 minutes 
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HAWKS 109, NETS 95 

ATLANTA — If this was nothing more than letdown game for the Nets, they stuck to the script and 

flatlined for the majority of 48 minutes. 

 

Coming off an exhausting victory over the Raptors a night earlier, the Nets were tired and sloppy — 

succumbing to a Hawks squad that had their backs against the wall. Brooklyn was outrebounded, 

outhustled and outshot in a 109-95 loss Wednesday to Atlanta that snapped a seven-game winning 

streak. 

Joe Johnson, making his first appearance at Philips Arena since the Hawks traded him to the Nets in 

July, struggled while scoring 15 points on 4-of-15 shooting in 42 minutes. Deron Williams was worse 

a day after playing 43 minutes, scoring 12 points on 5-for-18 shooting while getting burned on the 

other end. 

 

Former Net Devin Harris (18 points) and Jeff Teague (28) outscored Brooklyn’s backcourt by 19 

points, as P.J. Carlesimo dropped to 9-2 as interim coach. 
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Joe Johnson's return to Atlanta is anything but memorable. 

Other than the grind of a back-to-back, Wednesday seemed like a fortuitous setup for the Nets. The 

Hawks suspended star forward Josh Smith on Wednesday morning, with coach Larry Drew saying 

he took a necessary action following “an incident at practice” on Tuesday. Smith was thrown out of 

that practice, according to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. He served his one-game suspension 

away from Atlanta’s bench and was fined an undisclosed amount. 

 

“I’m disappointed it came to that. But it was something that had to happen. This was an isolated 

incident,” Drew said. 

 

“These type things do happen. The team has not been playing very well. We’ve been losing. I 

understand frustrations.” 

 

He's been frustrated. I've been frustrated. Other guys in the locker room have been frustrated. The 

unfortunate thing about this business is those type things do happen." 

 

The Hawks, losers of six of seven games before Wednesday - including an embarrassing 39-point 

loss to the Bulls on Monday - find themselves in a combustible situation with a lame-duck coach and 



an unhappy star on an expiring contract. 

 

But they played with purpose against the lethargic Nets (23-16) and improved to 3-0 this season 

without Smith. 
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Kris Humphries guards Ivan Johnson. 

The Hawks (22-16) went on a 16-4 run — capped by a Harris layup — to take a 34-20 lead with 

10:52 left in the second quarter. The Nets responded but struggled to close the half and trailed 56-40 

at the break. 

 

The Hawks started the third quarter on an 8-2 run, taking a 64-42 lead that seemed insurmountable. 

 

The Nets trailed by as many as 21 points in the fourth quarter. 

 

"If we want to win we can't have a letdown whether Josh plays or not," Carlesimo said before the 

game. "We have our hands full anyway with guys that are tired and banged up and what time we got 

here (Tuesday) night. So obviously that makes a difference. 



 

"This happens every week in this league where somebody doesn't play and somebody steps up. I'd 

rather play them without Josh Smith, but we still have our hands full." 

 

Johnson, who was dealt by Atlanta in what was essentially a salary dump, was booed each time he 

touched the ball, although the crowd was so thin it was rarely noticeable. At one point in the third 

quarter, a pocket of fans chanted, “We don't miss you.” Johnson didn't hit his first field goal until five 

minutes remained in the second quarter. 

  

Brook Lopez scored a team-high 22 points with nine rebounds for Brooklyn. 

 
 
Read more: http://www.nydailynews.com/sports/basketball/nets/nets-winning-streak-ends-dud-atlanta-article-
1.1241586#ixzz2IF0gR6zl 

 


