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Here is what Hawks forward Josh Smith and center Al Horford had to say about not making the 

All-Star team. Each spoke following Friday morning’s shootaround. 

Smith 

Q. Are you disappointed, or how disappointed, are you on not being named to the All-Star team? 

A. Not as disappointed as people think. I mean I got my hopes up last year thinking I was going 

to make it, probably a couple of years before that too, but it ever happened. It’s not a surprise to 

me. All I can do is keep playing my game. Keep doing what I’m doing to keep this team positive 

and successful and not worry about anything else. 

Q. Do you think your one-game suspension was the reason you weren’t chosen? 

A. I don’t know. Who knows? 

Q. What do you think about the fact that there are no Hawks on the team? 

A. Now that is a devastation. To have two people … that probably aren’t going to make the 

playoffs that are on the All-Star list, I feel that one of us should have made it, me or Al. I’ve seen 

stranger things happen. I can’t really worry about it or scratch my head on decision that the 

coaches made. It is what it is. Hopefully, me and Al (Horford) can take out our frustrations on 

the Eastern Conference teams from here on out. 

Q. So there is some frustration? 

A. No. It’s something that you have to feel like you have proven something all the way up to this 

point and then it doesn’t happen the way you think it is. I’m going to have to work as hard to try 



to convince them for next year. I don’t know. I’m not worried about anything. I will take that 

time to rest my body, rest my legs and spend time with my family. 

Q. How does it make you feel that other players around the league have said you should have 

made the team, not just this year but in years past? And the fans? 

A. I thank everybody for thinking about me. They see the hard work. They see how vital and 

special I am to my ball club. I’m pretty sure the coaches do to. For one reason or another, I didn’t 

get in. It’s OK. I’m not going to be mad or pout about not making it. I’m a man. Like I said 

before, I’m going to take this time and be able to spend it with my family. We are on the road so 

much. We don’t get a lot of time to spend with our kids. I’m going to take this time out to be able 

to spend some time with my kids. 

Horford 

Q. Are you disappointed about not making the All-Star team? 

A. Well, actually there is. I felt like I worked and put myself in the position. But at the same time 

it’s going to be good for me to rest. I have a lot of nagging injuries that will be good for me to 

take that time to take care of them. 

Q. What you do think about, considering your position (in the standings), that the Hawks don’t 

have an all-star? 

A. I just think it has to do with the way that you are playing. We started off really well and then 

we got into a little slump. That’s all a part of it. It would have been nice but more importantly we 

have to focus on keep turning this around and start winning some ball games. 

Q. So you think the team’s recent slide played a part in not making the team? 

A. I think so but you know what, that’s on us at the end of the day. That means we have to work 

harder as a team. That’s what I’m going to do. 
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