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John Jenkins will get his first NBA start today as the Hawks host the Timberwolves in a Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day matinee at Philips Arena. 

Hawks coach Larry Drew said the rookie Jenkins will help with matchups against the 

Timberwolves, who will start two point guards in Ricky Rubio and Luke Rinour. Also, the 

Timberwolves presented problems for the Hawks in the win earlier this month in Minnesota with 

the size of forwards Andrei Kirilenko (6-foot-9) and Derrick Williams (6-8). 

In addition to Jenkins, the Hawks will start Jeff Teague, Josh Smith, Al Horford and Zaza 

Pachulia. 

“Kirilenko is a really big 3,” Drew said. “I didn’t think that was a good matchup for us up there. 

He’s big. He’s active. He’s constantly moving. With the kid Williams, I wanted to go bigger on 

him. It’s going to be a challenge on Al because he plays out on the perimeter a lot.” 

Jenkins said he was excited, if not slightly nervous, for his first starting assignment. 

“It proves that hard work pays off and if you stay patient good things will happen,” Jenkin said. 

“I wasn’t trying to rush anything. I didn’t get mad that I wasn’t playing earlier in the season. I 

just kept the good faith and it’s paying off.” 

Jenkins told me Saturday he was comfortable playing in the Hawks’ up-tempo offense, even if he 

has to handle the ball. Drew said he is also comfortable with that situation. 

“He has shown he can handle the ball,” Drew said. “The up-tempo style puts him in a position 

where he is running the lane or he could be handling the ball. I trust him with his decision 



making. I certainly trust him if he’s in transition and there is a pull-up jump shot. We’ll keep him 

in the situations so he can get more and more comfortable.” 

* The Hawks will be without guards Devin Harris (sprained left ankle), DeShawn Stevenson 

(right knee) and Anthony Morrow (back). Drew said Harris will be day-to-day after injuring his 

ankle in Saturday’s loss to the Spurs. 

Stevenson had injections into his ailing right knee last week. He hoped to return Monday. 

However, he said the team wanted him to get a practice in before returning to the lineup. 

Stevenson said he expects to practice Tuesday and be available Wednesday at the Bobcats. 

“It feels good,” Stevenson said. “I think the shot helped. I’m ready to play.” 

* Drew said the signing of Jannero Pargo to a 10-day contract made the most sense for the guard-

depleted team. Pargo, who worked out for the Hawks Sunday morning fresh off a plane from 

Chicago, was one of several players considered, according to Drew. 

“I thought it made the most sense for us – a guy who has been here, who knows our system, 

players are familiar with,” Drew said. “We’ll give it a look and see how it works.” 

The veteran Pargo played 50 games for the Hawks last season. The guard said he has been home 

in Chicago working out after he was released by the Wizards earlier this season. 

“I know the core group of guys who were here last year,” Pargo said. “I know the system. I know 

the coaching staff. I’m familiar with the city. It’s great to be back here. Unfortunately it’s 

because of injury. You never want a guy to get hurt, especially with an ACL. I feel bad for Lou 

(Williams) but it’s an opportunity for me to come in and play. … 

“It’s very exciting. Just to be a part of this league is an honor and a pleasure. Some time we take 

it for granted. I’ve been in this situation a number of times in my career to not take this situation 

for granted.” 

* The Timberwolves may be the only team with more injuries than the Hawks. Dante 

Cunningham (flu) is questionable, Alexey Shved (left ankle) is doubtful and Malcolm Lee (right 

knee surgery), Kevin Love (right hand surgery) and Nikola Pekovic (right thigh contusion) are 

out. It was Pekovic who gave the Hawks fits on Dec. 18 with 25 points and 18 rebounds. 

The Timberwolves signed two players – Mickael Gelabale and Chris Johnson – to 10-day 

contracts Saturday. 

* Anthony Tolliver will deliver a pre-game address to the Philips Arena crowd in honor of MLK 

day. 

* Al Horford and Ricky Rubio filmed a commercial for NBATickets.com Sunday at Philips 

Arena. 



 


