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The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  

The Hawks suspended Josh Smith for one game for conduct detrimental to the team. The forward 

will not play tonight against the Nets. 

According to a person familiar with the situation, Smith was thrown out of practice Tuesday. The 

Hawks held a lengthy practice one day after losing in franchise-worst fashion in Chicago 

Monday. 

Following Wednesday’s shootaround, coach Larry Drew would not confirm he dismissed Smith 

from practice. However there clearly was an issue during the workout. 

“I will just say that there was an incident in practice,” Drew said. “At that particular point, 

something had to be done. I met with (general manager) Danny (Ferry) afterward, and the rest of 

the staff, we actually slept on in. We all came back in agreement that we had to take the measure 



that we did. That we would do it, that would be our stand. After tonight’s game, again, we will 

embrace Josh once again. 

“These type things do happen. The team has not been playing very well. We’ve been losing. I 

understand frustrations. He’s been frustrated. I’ve been frustrated. Other guys in the locker room 

have been frustrated. The unfortunate thing about this business is those type things do happen. 

Once they do happen, it’s a matter of handling it and moving on.” 

The Hawks have lost six of their past seven games including Monday against the Bulls where the 

final (58), first-half (20) and second-quarter (5) point totals were the lowest in Atlanta team 

history. 

“Clearly I am competitive and was frustrated by our recent losses,” Smith said in a statement 

released by the team. “I understand and respect the team’s actions and just want to get back on 

the court to do whatever is necessary to help my teammates. I apologize for letting them down 

and apologize to our fans for not being available for tonight’s game.” 

It was Ferry, not Drew, who informed Smith and his agent of the suspension. 

Smith is in the final year of his contract and will become an unrestricted free agent following the 

season. Both the Hawks and Smith have publically stated they will not negotiate on a new 

contract during the season. 

“When these type situations do happen you have to do what is best for the team and the 

organization at that particular time,” Drew said. “That is why we met long on it as far as what to 

do and how we should handle it. We came to totally agreement.” 

Center Al Horford said he has spoken to Smith and that “he will be fine.” 

“You have to address things and make sure everybody is on the same page,” Horford said. “I 

think it’s something that is going to be a positive for our team. It’s going to be a positive because 

you grow from this. You grow from adversity, having guys not playing, things like that. That’s 

what it’s all about. I think we’ve always reacted well.” 

This will be the third missed game of the season for Smith, who leads the team in scoring at 16.5 

points per game. The Hawks have won the previous games, a wins over the Thunder and the 

Pacers. 

“Obviously we are going to miss him but we are just going to move on,” said Zaza Pachulia, who 

will start against the Nets. “There have been situations where we played two games without Josh. 

… Everybody is frustrated, coaches, players. I don’t see any happy guy in the locker room right 

now. Everybody is really trying to play good and win basketball games and get back on track. 

Yesterday, maybe it just went too much. It was what it was. We let it go. Everybody learned 

from it and we moved on.” 

 


