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Magic, Hawks share ball more minus star 

Hawks have five players in double figures

By Brian Schmitz Orlando Sentinel

7:44 PM EST, December 11, 2012

The Magic and their opponent tonight, the Atlanta 
Hawks, each had to change the way they play after 
losing their franchise players in the offseason.

They both have had to share the basketball and play 
team defense.

The Magic traded C Dwight Howard to the Los 
Angeles Lakers and the Hawks dealt SG Joe Johnson 
to the Brooklyn Nets.

Johnson, nicknamed "Iso Joe" for his scoring on 
frequent isolation plays, was the focal point for seven 
seasons. But now the Hawks are led by holdovers PF 
Josh Smith and C Al Horford in a smaller starting 
lineup. Lou Williams has been dynamic off the 
bench.

No one player now dominates the ball for the Hawks.

"You definitely see it's a byproduct of why they are winning," Magic coach Jacque Vaughn said.

The Hawks, who fell to the Miami Heat on Monday night in South Florida, are off to a 12-6 start. The 
Heat became the first team this season to shoot over 50 percent against Atlanta's defense.

They have five players who are averaging double-figure scoring. The Magic have four players in 
double figures, and two averaging more than nine points per game.

Atlanta owns signature victories this season over the Oklahoma City Thunder, Memphis Grizzlies and 
Los Angeles Clippers.

The Hawks use a three-guard lineup — former Magic SG DeShawn Stevenson, Devin Harris and 
Jeff Teague.

Orlando, committing 24 turnovers, fell to Atlanta, 81-72, on November 19 in Atlanta.

Not his first rodeo
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Vaughn is no stranger to playing the role of a visitor. As a former point guard with the San Antonio 
Spurs, he was on the road for weeks when the Spurs cleared their arena to accommodate an annual 
rodeo. "I think the longest was 16 (days)," Vaughn said.

His young Magic team just returned from a nine-day trip west in which it finished 3-2, including an 
upset against Howard and the Lakers.

Vaughn says he was most impressed with the club's resiliency.

"I was pleased to see our fight, our resiliency," he said. "I felt as a unit there was a good feel about the 
game. Our approach was good. Felt we were going to win each game.

"Our fight. That was the best thing from the trip."

Green jelly beans? 

SF DeQuan Jones is taking the rookie hazing rituals in stride, although a recent request from a 
veteran made him shake his head.

Jones said at the team hotel during the road trip there was a room full of teddy bears that were going 
to charity.

"Jameer (Nelson) wanted me to get real close with a teddy bear and take our picture," Jones said, 
laughing. "All those teddy bears around me, it was kind of weird."

Jones said that perhaps his most unusual request came from a veteran "who wanted me to go get him a 
bag of green jelly beans. Where am I going to get just green jelly beans?"

How about defense? 

Rookie PF Andrew Nicholson, coming off a career-high 19-point game in Phoenix on Sunday, is 
averaging 7.7 points while averaging just 14 minutes per game. Vaughn said he is pleased with the 
development of Nicholson, who must now meet another challenge from the coach after proving he 
can score.

"I think his game needs to keep expanding on both ends of the floor," Vaughn said. "The same 
confidence he has on the offensive end needs to be predicated on the defensive end of the floor."

bschmitz@tribune.com.
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