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Atlanta Hawks point guard Jeff Teague, 

left, and Indiana Pacers power forward 

Tyler Hansbrough, right, vie for a loose ball 

during the first half of an NBA basketball 

game on Saturday, Dec. 29, 2012, at Philips 

Arena in Atlanta. / John Amis / Associated 

Press

ATLANTA -- One by one they came and sat next to 

him, trying to soothe his bruised ego.

First Indiana Pacers swingman Paul George pulled up 

a chair beside him, trying to tell him it was only one 

game.

Then associate head coach Brian Shaw spent more 

than 10 minutes talking to Roy Hibbert as the small 

media horde waited to talk to the Pacers center about 

his most embarrassing game of the season.

Scratch that. Possibly the worst game of his five-year career.

Hibbert sat slouched in his chair, uniform still on, looking like his dog ran away with the intention of 

never coming back.

In a game that could be used as a good indicator on where the Pacers really stand in the Eastern 

Conference, Hibbert pulled off one of the most impressive vanishing acts ever in their 109-100 loss to 

the Atlanta Hawks at Philips Arena on Saturday.

The Pacers' $58 million player had zero points, one rebound and a measly block in 21 minutes.

No need to go back and double-check box score. Your eyes are not playing tricks on you.

That's right, the Pacers' highest-paid player, the one that owner Herb Simon decided to sign to a long-

term deal, was held scoreless and managed to grab one rebound in a game that could have helped 

them move a step closer to the Hawks in the standings in the conference.
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Hibbert was paid $153,581 to grab one rebound and block one shot Saturday.

It takes some people years to make that much money.

Pacers coach Frank Vogel is usually full of quotes when talking about his players. That wasn't the 

case when it came to talking about Hibbert.

Vogel, making sure he didn't throw his starting center under the bus, was brief in his assessment.

"He didn't have it tonight," Vogel said.

Vogel at least gets credit for addressing Hibbert's play.

Hibbert, who is one of the most media-friendly players in the NBA, declined comment after a game 

for the first time in five seasons of covering him.

As bad as the center played across the board, Vogel's team has to do a better job of getting him the 

ball in the post. Hibbert attempted only two shots. He was held scoreless for the first time since April 

13, 2011.

Vogel's coaching style is to lean on his starters as much as possible. And as much as it ate at him, he 

made a move that was necessary in the second half.

With Hawks center Zaza Pachulia (17 points, 14 rebounds) having his way against Hibbert, the 

anchor in the middle defensively for the Pacers, Vogel benched his center for the final 17 minutes of 

the game.

Vogel had no choice. Hibbert forced him into that predicament.

"I love the kid, great heart, great effort," Vogel said. "He didn't have it tonight. Tyler (Hansbrough) 

was bringing it good tonight."

So instead of getting their fourth win against a team with at least a .500 record this season, the Pacers 

are now 3-11 against teams with a .500 record or better.

They can beat teams like Phoenix, Cleveland and New Orleans. But let a team like Atlanta or 

Milwaukee come up on the schedule, and the Pacers are likely to stumble.

"It's not really about Atlanta, it's about everybody in the league who has a winning record," Pacers 

point guard George Hill said. "We can say all we want that we're the best team in the NBA 

defensively, but until we get some wins against some good teams, none of that matters. We have to 

figure that out and everybody has to man up and figure out how we can make this team better."

The Pacers get another shot to beat a team with a winning record when they host the Memphis 

Grizzlies on Monday afternoon.

Oh yeah, the Grizzlies have an All-Star starting at center in Marc Gasol.

Which Roy Hibbert will show up?
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You better hope it's not the one that made $153,581 to grab one rebound against Atlanta.

Call Star reporter Mike Wells at (317) 444-6053 or email mike.wells@indystar.com. 
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