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Pistons’ second string rallies, but effort is 
wasted in 2OT loss to Hawks
BY VINCENT GOODWILL / THE DETROIT NEWS

Atlanta — What looked like an embarrassment turned into an improbable back, then into another reminder 

of the Pistons' youthful exuberance — and their ability to break their own hearts.

The Pistons rebounded from a 20-point fourth-quarter deficit, fueled by their reserves, and nearly ended an 

eight-game road losing streak against the third-best team in the Eastern Conference, the Atlanta Hawks.

But a valiant effort can only go so far, and it couldn't help them to a win, as the Pistons fell in double-

overtime, 126-119, at Philips Arena. Jeff Teague dominated the second overtime on both ends, with a steal 

off Will Bynum, crucial layups and shot-creating, helping the Hawks to an eight-point lead with 58 seconds 

left.

He finished with 15 points and 11 assists in 34 minutes, breaking through after a lethargic game for most of 

the night. Josh Smith led the Hawks with 31 points and 10 rebounds, but the Pistons shut him down during 

their comeback.

Bynum (31 points, four rebounds, four assists) put the Pistons (9-22) on his back in the fourth and overtime 

with a scoring binge not often seen, putting up 26 points in the final 22 minutes. Repeatedly getting in the 

lane for layups, he missed one with three seconds left in the first overtime with the score tied at 108.

"I can't believe it," Bynum said. "It was still haunting me while I was playing out there. It was a great effort 

from us, though."

Bynum scored 15 in the fourth, making six of seven, and was aided by Charlie Villanueva's 11 — points 

that looked like garbage time to start, but when the Hawks kept taking bad shots, the Pistons were happy to 

oblige.

"I don't know what they were thinking, but we were thinking, 'fight back,'" said Bynum, whose Pistons 

trailed, 94-74, with 6:50 left in the fourth. "The game is never over. Some teams come back from 30 down. 

Anything's possible and we had our opportunity."

Although he had a few plays he'd love to have back in the second overtime, a product of his feast or famine 

style, there was far more positive than negative for the guard who found himself on the outside of the 

rotation for a stretch.

"Without Will, those shots are irrelevant. He made great plays in transition and in sets," Pistons coach 

Lawrence Frank said. "You can focus on that or you can focus on all the good stuff he did to help us the 

game."

With the Pistons down two in regulation, Bynum found Austin Daye for a right-wing 3-pointer — a shot that 

despite his struggles over the past season and a half, he has no problem taking or making.
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Al Horford beat Andre Drummond to the basket and was fouled with 1.8 seconds left, making one of two 

and starting this wild ride.

Frank stuck with the second unit, the only group that played with any cohesiveness and energy during the 

fourth. Bynum, Daye, Villanueva, Rodney Stuckey and Drummond were the ones to bring the Pistons back, 

so he rode with them.

"They showed great resolve, fought their tail off," Frank said. "In regulation, we couldn't come up with one 

stop. In the second overtime, we had too many mental defensive errors that led to their open shots. We 

couldn't finish it off."

They combined for 85 points, as Drummond achieved another double-double with 16 points and 12 

rebounds; 12 of the points came after the third quarter, on alley-oop dunks from Bynum or Stuckey.

"I've been playing like this in practice every day and he trusted me, to make decisions," Bynum said. 

"That's how the game is played, pick and roll, guards who can get in the lane and find open players."

Shaky, out-of-rhythm play from the starters led to Phillips Arena turning itself back into the old Highlight 

Factory, its nickname when the Hawks first started to emerge from the Eastern's basement toward the end 

of the last decade.

Brandon Knight, Greg Monroe and Kyle Singler combined for seven turnovers in the first quarter alone, and 

Knight seemed much more effective when his responsibilities consisted of one thing: shooting.

His struggles in recent games, more growing pains from the competitive and deep position of playing point 

guard in the NBA have him reacting instead of letting the play come to him. It was one, but not the only 

factor, in the Pistons offensive struggles.

It didn't help matters when Jason Maxiell and Singler went basketless in a combined 36 minutes of play, a 

contributing reason why the Pistons found themselves in such a desperate position to begin with.

"In the first and third quarter we got outscored 59-30," Frank said.

Despite the effort and likely exhaustion from a physical and mental standpoint, the Pistons still don't have a 

win to their name this month against any team not named "Wizards" or "Cavaliers."
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