
ATLANTA — Again? Again. 

The Nuggets found themselves in an airtight road game, just like at Utah and Golden State, and 

things sputtered in the end, just like at Utah and Golden State. 

This time, Denver had a 9-5 Hawks team on the ropes, but missed shots and turnovers in the final 

two minutes cost Denver from stealing the first game of a five-game road trip. Atlanta won, 108-

104. 

"Turnovers and offensive rebounds are two things you can't give a good team in the fourth 

quarter," Nuggets coach George Karl said. "There's a lot more than making shots. ... I don't think 

there's any question that winning some of them gives confidence to guys, and tonight we didn't 

have a lot of guys with a lot of confidence  

 
Al Horford drives against Nuggets forward-center Anthony Randolph during Atlanta's 108-104 

victory Wednesday night. (Kevin C. Cox, Getty Images) 

out there."  

Josh Smith, the Hawks' hometown kid celerating his 27th birthday, unleashed a transition dunk, 

while being fouled, which gave Atlanta a 106-101 lead in the final minute. 

Ty Lawson had the game of the season. The little guy, who has been a human roller-coaster this 

season, scored 32 points with five steals, both season-highs, and had seven assists, too. 

But his late turnover, when a ball went off his foot with Denver down four points with 12 

seconds left, cost the Nuggets any chance to win. 

"I feel bad for Ty," Karl said. "He had a great game going and he was the best player on the court 

for most of the night, until the turnovers at the end," Karl said. "He just had a big-time game, and 

it seems like he's getting his confidence back in his jumper. We need some other guys to jump in 

and start playing well too." 



Lawson hadn't cracked double digits in field goals made all season, but Wednesday he was 12-

for-16, making all five 3-point attempts. 

"Coach has been telling me that moving without the ball is a big key, and I think I was doing that 

today," Lawson said. "When somebody drove, I found the open shot and then either knocked 

down the 3 or attacked." 

The Nuggets were without their steady big man Kosta Koufos, who was ill and couldn't play. 

Koufos isn't flashy but he's important, notably as Denver's best plus-minus player. 

With KK out, Denver needed contributions, on both ends, from the other big men. 

The Nuggets' Kenneth Faried promptly picked up two fouls and had his third foul with 6:41 left 

in the second (Denver was down seven at that point). He finished with a pedestrian seven points 

and eight boards. 

Center Timofey Mozgov had six points with 13 rebounds, seven offensive, and four of his points 

were late. 

But the Nuggets, yet again, struggled defending the low-post. Al Horford scored a team-high 25 

points, while Smith had 16. 
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Denver against Toronto, there was a minor hubbub about JaVale McGee's play off the bench, but 

it's arguable that C-Brew didn't get his due. After all, Corey Brewer scored 19 points, on 9-for-15 

shooting, in 20 minutes.  

"I think Corey is more of a scorer than a shooter," Nuggets coach George Karl said at the Atlanta 

shootaround. "If Corey tries to make it in this league on shooting, I think that's a mistake. He's 

got to get his slashing into the game. He's one of the best back cutters in the game of basketball." 

Well, Brewer was whooshing all Wednesday. He scored 19 yet again. 



But Denver was outrebounded and in the end outmatched by the birthday boy and his buddies. 
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