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Marc Gasol sat in his locker with a bright red scratch under his left eye.

Rudy Gay's right eye was puffy, teary and irritated.

Those were the physical scars.

The Atlanta Hawks did something no other NBA team had been able to accomplish this 

season. Not only did the Hawks beat the Griz 93-83 on Saturday night, but they left 

one of the league's strongest teams staggering.

Memphis flat-out got pummeled by a 20-0 Atlanta run in the third quarter and never 

recovered. This was the first time this season that the Griz (14-4) didn't have a 

legitimate chance to win late in the fourth quarter. The Hawks led by 10 with less than 

a minute left and emphatically ended the Grizzlies' five-game home winning streak.

"We took a hit, went down and couldn't get up," Gasol said.

Atlanta controlled the second half with its disruptive defense, ran out to easy scores in 

transition and won the hustle battle.

"I can't really pinpoint one spot where we felt comfortable out there," Gay said. "We 

didn't have that much energy."

The game was decided by that decisive third quarter, which ended with the Hawks 

outscoring the Griz 32-13. Atlanta guard Lou Williams seemingly couldn't miss from the 

perimeter and the Hawks' front line, particularly Al Horford and Josh Smith, provided 

the muscle.

Williams scored 13 points, including three consecutive 3-pointers, during the Hawks' 

barrage, which ended with the Griz trailing 73-58.

"We played tired," Griz coach Lionel Hollins said. "We thought tired. We didn't share 

the ball. We looked like a team that was tired."

Both teams played Friday before meeting in the second game of a back-to-back.
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"They just outworked us," Griz guard Mike Conley said. "We turned the ball over too 

much. We didn't execute offensively. … We let it slip away and weren't able to get back 

in the game."

The Griz went on a 9-0 run, but the Hawks immediately doused that flame by going to 

Smith in the post.

Smith scored the Hawks' next seven points as the Griz struggled to find anyone who 

could guard him. Smith led the Hawks with 24 points, and Horford added 19 points and 

14 rebounds.

"Once we got a lead, we maintained our composure," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. 

"That's a huge win for us."

Gasol and Zach Randolph each tossed in 18 points for the Griz. Randolph added 13 

boards. Memphis, however, didn't provide much help for its big men and shot 42.9 

percent for the game.

"They played harder than us," Randolph said. "Everybody comes with their 'A' game, 

but that's no excuse. They played the night before just like we did."

Hot topic

The Griz lost for the 10th time in their last 12 meetings with the Hawks, dating to the 

2006-07 season. The Hawks' athleticism up front, with Al Horford playing center in a 

power forward's body and Josh Smith working at power forward as a big small forward, 

gives the Griz trouble.

Horford's six offensive rebounds and Smith's scoring in the lane kept the Griz at arm's 

length.

"Basically, he just keeps going," Gay said about the challenge of defending Smith. "He 

has a motor. He's a tweener — a three or a four. But he was tough because he made 

shots."

The Griz had difficulty containing the Hawks' speedy guards. Atlanta point guard Jeff 

Teague also effectively disrupted the Grizzlies' offense with his ball pressure.

"They are quick. They are very quick," Hollins said. "Matchups with this team have 

been a problem since they've been constructed and since we've been constructed. It 

showed itself, especially in the third quarter."

Spotlight

Williams brought back memories of the Grizzlies' Game 1 loss to the Los Angeles 

Clippers in last season's playoffs when Nick Young silenced FedExForum with a string 

of 3-pointers. This time, Williams gave Atlanta the cushion it needed with three straight 

3-pointers and a pair of free throws that capped the 20-0 run. The Hawks led 73-58 
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after Williams unloaded on the open shots. Only one was contested, yet Williams 

scored over Mike Conley's reach.

"I got off to a slow start," said Williams, who was 1 of 6 in the first half. "I just went out 

with a blaze and it worked out in my favor."

The other guys

The Hawks are the only team in the league to not allow an opponent to shoot 50 

percent this season. They also entered averaging an NBA-best 17.3 fast-break points 

and finished with a 15-6 advantage in that category.

Who's hot

This is the third straight game that Randolph was on target. He made eight of 12 shots 

for 18 points. Randolph increased his NBA lead in double-doubles to 15 with 13 

rebounds — four on the offensive glass.

Who's not

Gay had 17 points, nine rebounds and four steals but struggled to have a positive 

impact. He was just 2 of 11 from the field at halftime and finished 7 of 25 with a number 

of wild shots taken in isolation.

That's what he said

"We know that teams really get up to play us, especially at home. Teams are looking at 

us as a big, strong team that is consistent and knows how to play the game. We've got 

to prove it again. Once you stop proving that every night, you're not as good." — 

Gasol, talking about the intensity of opponents.

Outside the box score

This wasn't an ordinary back-to-back for the Grizzlies' television broadcast crew. Play-

by-play announcer Pete Pranica and analyst Sean Tuohy not only worked the Grizzlies' 

game after broadcasting the team's road win road Friday night in New Orleans, they 

also called the University of Memphis Tigers game at noon in FedExForum. The Tigers 

and Grizzlies were carried by SportSouth.

Miscellany

The Atlanta Hawks definitely hijacked FedExForum in a number of ways.

When the arena isn't close to being full, a group of 35-40 Hawks fans — or any other 

fan base — can accomplish what they pulled off in the club level. The Hawks had a 

noticeably loud contingent of fans giving them a boost with organized chants across 

from their bench throughout the game.

By the numbers
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2: Losses by the Grizzlies in the past 22 games in FedExForum

5: Fast-break points for the Griz

16: Griz turnovers

Got next

Grizzlies at Suns, Wednesday, 8 p.m. This is the first of a three-game road trip. The 

Griz beat the Suns in overtime last Tuesday in FedExForum behind Zach Randolph's 

38 points and 22 rebounds.
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